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Introduction 


We Muslims know that, if we seek to ato P andjng 
worship, we should only have a proper 
of our Lord and fully acknowledge His rights «« 
also possess purity and refinement. Let me explain brie ly. 

In today’s world are whole nations, including some Muslim 
states, based on atheism, the denial of God. Yet we Muslims, 
whether asleep or awake, coming or going, feel intuitively 
that our hearts beat, our eyes see, our hands move, by the 
will of Allah; we perceive that night recedes, that dawn 
approaches, that all the wide universe turns, in accordance 

measured. Then, there are thn StS ' S Scarce ty to be 
‘. heir lord • impoverished or ev e 7e ^ aCqUain,ance with 
•hat, perhaps God has a son or so neous - who suppose 


Tl * tno'S ^ ‘Porance of [(*, 
cxce Pi that at ,I an " eil,ler come 1 6 natUre of Allah 





- and with those whose acquaintance with Allah is coloured 
somewhat by the truth, but they give themselves the right 
to act independently without any recourse whatever to divine 
guidance. But Allah, Exalted is He, requires from His 
creatures that they be guided by His commands, that their 
relationship to Him be founded on the maxim of ‘hearing 
and obeying': 

I have not created men and jinn except to worship ivi c 
I desire of them no provision, neither do I desire that 
they should sustain Me. Surely Allah is the Sustaincr 
the Possessor of Power, the Wielder of Strength t a l 
Dhariyat 51: 56-8). 

Thus, explicitly, the duty of all those who live on earth 
to bind themselves to the command of Allah and to express 
their commitment to Him. 

Allah revealed to His creation an ordered way of life thev 
chose for themselves chaos instead. Allah commanded and 
prohibited not for His benefit, but rather in the interest of 
mankind. Yet people have ignored their obligation, forgotten 
their Lord, and legislated for themselves. All to what end, 
if not to saddle themselves with hunger and fear? Not long 
ago the statesmen of both the East and West exercised 
their wisdom so that the earth was about to flow with milk 
and honey; but they brought all of that goodwill to nothing 
when they directed their energies to developing weapons of 
mass destruction instead. Finally, the lesser peoples of a 
war-broken world have been left to grovel for the most 
meagre of necessities. 

How calamitous disobedience can be! Of how pitifully 
little benefit! Indeed, it matters not at all how intelligent or 
civilized the ignorant one may be. Were even half the e or 
spent on obtaining the necessities and pleasures of thl ^ 
spent on propriety where Allah is concerned, on t e a ^ 
ment of His pleasure, men might acquire for themse v 
the good of this world and of the next. 


esavage^^m 




you to swgrwiemlheP 

, understand that certain preferring to those 

secluded worship. But these people do MW" 
essence of worship is the commitment of one s inn 
outer being to Allah, planting one’s feet firmly on tne 
legitimate battleground of life without fear or shame. 

Worship may be said to be supplication and praise. Within 
and beyond that, it is the ability to make over one’s life, and 
control its direction, for the sake of Allah, and for the 
exaltation of His name. Fuller understanding of the rights 

a nd with its defence Thlt\ V' SSem,nat, °n of its truth. 

'V' fc “°» 


has n ,n *0rsf/ J & e nce d, 'ft 

L >S* r 
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with the truths of Revelation ( wahy ) and their 
refusal to compromise them. Of them it is written 
Qur'an: 


nieni 
ste adfa s( 
•n the 


Become men of God by spreading the knowled 
the divine writ, and by your own deen stnrK, /* L 
(AI -Imran 3: 79). P ' ,ud V (thereol) 

In the domain of jihad there are also those who win th 
favour of Allah by shouldering their duty to defend the f h 
and by refusing to surrender even in the face of bitter defeT 
Of them it is written in the Qur’an: 

And how many a prophet has had to fight (in Gods 
cause), at the head of many God-devoted men; and 
they did not become faint of heart for all that they had 
to suffer in God’s cause, nor did they weaken, nor abase 
themselves (Al ‘Imran 3: 146). 

Certainly the soul to which Allah says, ‘Enter among My 
servants and enter My Garden’, is of a very special kind;a 
soul that finds comfort in Allah and His precepts, chooses 
Him above all other considerations of wealth or position, 
and so chooses not on a passing whim, but as a way of !'<■ 
a definition of sustained purpose, a direction. 

O soul at peace, return to your Lord, well P ,ea ^ n(ef 
pleasing (Him)! Enter among My servants an 
My Garden (al-Fajr 89: 27-30). 


to 


the 


wings of love and desire. But for too many, the love of Sc , f 
is allowed to take precedence over all else. From such p eo , 
Allah. Exalted is He. will remain forever hidden. Assured,'* 
no person will attain to perfection in worship except that h 
truly loves Allah, for His sake loves others and ear nc | 
tends to their needs, and strives for the general welf ar St * 
humanity. e 

In the domain of scholarship and learning there are th 
who win the favour of Allah because of their involve ° SC 




of»« ngd °$ionin 




^' f Spla«oftho^ and whose 

S-J ^ ofZrseJ do 

mfellibirnyforihosewho (J|e nghteou r ^ 


is indeed human. 


However, 


that 


error with tears 


Allah en Jhey altogether cleanse 
remorse a r, hi in reading accounts of the righteous 

when, feeling the sting of loneliness and want , he cried. 

0 Lord! Surely I have need of whatever good You wight 
send down upon me (al-Qasas 28: 24). 

Or with Jesus when, confronted by the Lord on the 
udgement Day, he denies ever claiming divinity: 

7" 1 He said. Glory be f v ' W ° g ° d$ alon S 
Place to say what / haw „„ „L, ° Vou! II B not 




my 

said 




^ novv n it alreadv- v sa,d 

( t" ,eKn »erofu n Ll 0 “ kno «'«'hat 


as m )' Lord 

while I 


and your^o T nded me: “WoRtf‘ 

° rd!And 'w as a ° rsh, P Adah 


only 




ra, sed me 




v '*taess 


over Pv /" w ° Ver 

ever ything’» 




his.: Va «e. 


the i s on 

lord and Pl 


to 


r °te, 


■y of 

"'hat 


e fo r 
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Yni u 1 have had some of my offspring settle 
Your Hallowed House in a valley without Iny t 

• S ° * hat they may keep up P r ay e r. Then m- 
, 0 S , hearts fond of th em, and provide them with f r 
that they may be grateful (Ibrahim 14: 37). 

Vet I lose myself completely when I irr.a; 
side of the Last Prophet, Muhammad ibn 
him be peace, as he addresses the Lord i 
tion. For before him, I feel as if before 
du'a , a genius unequalled in the du'a 
Prophets that historically preceded him. I do 
this to put forward some sort of judgement on the i 
merits of the Prophets. I am merely stating a fact I 
for example, say that the tallest mountain in the world 
Everest, and not intend by saying so to belittle 
mountain. I mean only to speak the truth. 

This book could be described as a short excursion into one 
of the many pathways in the awesomely vast territory that 
is the life of the Prophet of Islam, upon him be peace; the 
way of dhikr and du‘a\ Whatever it may contain of value 
comes entirely from the bounty of Allah, Exalted is He; and 
whatever it may contain in the way of mistakes comes only 
from myself. 

It is my wish that Allah will accept the words I have pul 
down in these pages and weigh them on the scale of my good 
deeds; as it is my wish that He accept all the prayers I have 
made for the Prophet Muhammad, and that He grant ® 
one of us the good fortune to have the Prophet tntercea 
for us on the Day of Judgement. 

Muhammad al-Gharal' 

Qatar, 1980 


myself completely when I imagine myself at th 
V"' 'Abdullah, Upo e 
■n constant suppi ica , 
• a limitless genius in 

1 recorded f rom the 
not intend by 
relative 
I might, 
~..J is 
any other 


I am one of the many thousands of people who believe 
Allah, recite His praises, avow His glory and majesty at 

upon him be peace. I read Ihe (7 ^ r0pflet Muhammat 
“raphyttbenldiscovemlmvin? a " f and 1 stad <ed h, 

and mind we rerefres a h r, H 0 k IZin8 Witl 
Allah « theirT1 theVastniu| IitudeL h K dbyhiscal1 
Min™* 2°*’ ' d am as thefr I ' haVe ac «ptec 

Whok "ew H L " hear 's to ,L y f0r th em and I 3t al <- 

vfJr 












- He k ,L hCy t f ken Protectors apart from Him? Allah 
He k Ll° nly Protector ’ He revives the dead "nH 
Hiff j P at>,e °f everything. No matter how you hav 
QTt u ° n anythln S’ the judgement is still with AllY 
Say, therefore:) ‘Such is Allah, my Lord; on Him J a h ‘ 
relied, and to Him do I turn.' Originator of He^ 
and Earth, He has granted you spouses from am ^ 
yourselves as well as pairs of livestock by which u g 
multiplies you. There is nothing like Him! H- 
Alert, the Observant. He holds the key to Heav ^ ^ 
Earth; He extends sustenance and measures it ^ and 
whom He wills. Surely He is Aware of ev ° U L t to 
(al-Shura 42: 9-12). ver ythi ng 

No one, past or present, knew their Lord the wa 
Muhammad knew Allah. Indeed his knowledge spran 
shuhud , or witnessing. The Muslim who is keen to em Y 
the example of the Prophet will be able to discern certain 
special characteristics of Muhammad’s knowledge, m'arif? 
in the penetrating and emotionally charged words he used 
when speaking to, or about, Allah. Clearly there was nothing 
either doubtful or contrived about his utterance. Lacking 
within itself a particular metaphorical temperature, the force 
of human utterance can miscarry and be forgotten without 
ever having influenced anyone. But whoever reads or heats 
the words which Muhammad used when addressing his Lord 
will immediately sense a quickening of his pulse to the flow 
of those words, and a corresponding rise in the intensity of 
his emotions. In the end he will have no alternative but to 
be humble and to submit to the Lord of all the Worlds 
I remember on one occasion trying to follow the dB ^ 
mentioned in a study of astronomy, distances*J,^, 
they raced beyond my ability even t0 ima ®' oked down w* 

I felt myself growing ever smaller un I in¬ 

earth at my feet and thought of what: lay 


apable neither 1 


surface. I realized then that * ^ aS anything 
comprehending nor even of perceiving 


re in this world aDUU ' 
m^° nhem £^S S<h hts , recalled ho* 

Allah.ExaltedisHe.hasd g . [Q Him 

The Merciful is established oni th (/ja( is 

between them, and all tha , ^ 

you speak aloud (or not, it is all the same to Him), 
surely He knows the concealed and what is even m 
hidden. Allah, there is no god but He. To Him belong 
the Glorious Names (Ta Ha 20: 4-8). 

The sublime radiance of the lote-tree in the seventh heaven 
and the tiniest seed in the darkest recesses of the earth are 

Z7eZTrT S \ myHiS Name be P raised ■ 1 hi>nd 

words to express what 1 felt Th, ! dld dlS£ Over the 

p °" ,k au tiority of ‘Alf bnTh-T* ftnowi from 

y^enhe". ‘Alfrelated: 

l° mn ">edmyself M acedm y frith, and, d ° Wn ’ 
v nes ' mi <ny ll y ? ars - ^ e es ° You / have 

iuT'" - hr 'b ° ht H:m 

<c ‘""hi 

(pro!! er,hat ’ 2 M d fil1 




*%/).,, AIIqa .,“ltx 
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the b 
tie 




■) 







Earth 1 • and Sa i da h before the Creator of Heaven and 
worHc an ms P ,red servant kneels and whispers exempl arv 
th d What every being should utter by way of greeting to 
e Possessor of the Perfect Attributes - for in this supply 
•on, one may discern perfect Divinity and perfect servant 


Without a doubt, the first Muslim - and that is the 


station 


of Muhammad among the Prophets, saints, martyrs 
righteous - was an expert in the art of dhikr and du^" 
without equal in giving thanks or seeking forgiveness \y 
shall endeavour to clarify this truth by examining someth^ 
of what has been preserved of the du'a' of the Pronh ^ 
Muhammad, upon him be peace. et 

Recently I looked again through the Sacred Scriptures of 
the other religions, and found none of them the equal of the 
Qur’an in its glorification of Allah, and its exposition of His 
Splendour and Majesty. In the Qur’an the exquisite names 
of Allah are mentioned hundreds of times in the course of 
its narrations of the stories of the Prophets, in its verses of 
legislation, in its description of the wonders of nature, and 
in its description of the events of Judgement Day and whai 
is to come thereafter. Furthermore the Qur’an refuses to 
allow its glorification of Allah to be merely abstract, without 
the energy to stir a heart or project a way of life. Indeed, 
the Prophet Muhammad, upon him be peace, translated the 
way of the Qur’an in every aspect of his daily life, and became 
the ideal ‘man of God', focusing his attention on Allah alone, 
and doing everything that he did in this world in H.s name. 

The person to whom Allah has granted spirituals^ 
and ,X?ss will no, be sb.Ken b, f«- « 
considerations ol numerical ^, 1 , a, home** 

spiritually observant person will be q ^ js the life 

£ SJ ZSSSSS £ lb. 2—-*; 

constantly occupied «,th b.s 




his 


■Our Lori by feu aeaAon , H' an ‘"'‘JJ gra rU ** 
Your Power ov Ym fgf me, ^S ^ 

:i:Sou 

Zd I ask r°"f° r Z f Xw l osped)the»ord 

private, and I ask J and I«sk You for 

of truth in tranquillity and in a g ■ ^ ^ j Qr 

frugality in wealth ondfnpomy,^ ^ ^ 

You for 


frugality in wealth ana in pore,,, 

happiness which is never exhausted, and ,a f ’ 

pleasure which is never ending, and / ask You JO 
contentment with Your decisions, and I ask You for the 
finer life afler death, and I ask You for the pleasure of 
looking upon Your Face, and meeting You without ever 
having undergone great suffering, and without ever 
having been subjected to misleading temptation 5 

‘Our Lord, adorn us with the adornment of faith and 
of us guides who are rightly guided. ’ 6 

°d st ill there are . 


r ,h fi r «»er ardour* ^ ever devoted J h Wl ' h Wor * 
trut hful if ju u . ^ a n he. Who ft, himself t 0 All u 
who J r^d was a t.Z can be a ' " ah 

Un ™ 


truthful if IJJfj 1 * lan he. HTioth° led , " m 

' w ’° seek >0 dZy was a fraud 1 n Can b 

os< forbeanl g,0n ">at th ev , ” "^'ves so , 
co "iparahi 8 s °uJs wi , y lt Y the Dari 0 d e 

s C;^^^ afl 2 a '.tte >Saya ^ e nceof 
** 8a V y '" 8 '"sect cLu m ^uh am - “ 
A "«iho Sew , d,e,J you'ah 3d,s 

belie ab ° l 

h J tl their e Hof lH a 


or em '» 

«t"» »e 


3u <t he 


wey 








remains 


away (Fussilat 41: 44) 


’? to ihe 

r r -°-n«: L^ h dedicatin' Wged - after 

„ S <*!' 


/ V/ 



\ 

• % ? 


\" ii 



nd that it is through the bounty of Allah that he i s fed 

“tmibSngof creation Allah has sent Hts Pr ophets 
.^d the Peoples of various nations along the way outlined 
°J£'KSo. send angels, because angels have nothin 
; do rvith such obligations as human beings have. Indeed 
,he pagan Arabs were so astonished by this phenomenon 
that they said: 

Has Allah sent forth a mortal as Messenger? 

Sav: ‘Had there been on the earth angels walking i n 
peace. We would have sent down among them from 
heaven an angel as Messenger!’ 

Say: ‘Allah suffices as a witness between me and you! 
Surely He is aware of and sees His servants' (al-Isra’ 
17: 94-6). 

The Last Prophet exemplified in the way he lived his life 
how it is possible for a mere mortal to be the equal of the 
angels in remembrance of Allah and thanksgiving to Him. 
On the highest peak to which mankind can be elevated will 
be seen the ranks of either those engaged in prayer and 
praise of their Lord, or those mujahidin (soldiers of Allah) 
who give their lives and their wealth in the way of Allah. 
Muhammad, upon him be peace, was responsible for creating 
a whole generation of people to vie with the angels, people 
h vTu ab ° Ve a11 the atlraction s of this world to fall in step 
entirpt \ 6 ^ ropllet “ a man who had given himself over 
wasm"An °L bUming the P'easure of Allah, whose only call 
Allah, and whose life was summed up in this verse: 

dvin C aT ye :.. and devotions, my living and my 
partner. Eve ?*’ *" orc * tgle Universe. He has no 
first of the m S ?- 3Ve * been commanded and I am the 

n 'he Muslims (al-An'am 6: 163-4). 

V+KS ?***' or w ho sits idly by rathe' 
rk "°w the manner !?* ,0 u P hold truth and right, can 
ner of man Muhammad was. 
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The 


hie Pr°P j Ct f 
rthen° b • head 0 * 


of the “^nheafl 
the fou( nt rente 01 ' 
'- s P ra h g f rom l* isC ° h " full shar e of 


brance( eJ inherent m G° m ade ^ wha tever 

‘"oo^eated hi , S 

on earth and ch^ d 2counselledl>'jn f ° mere c|ay , and 

was good within U ^ nd , 0 the since the 

divine "cede to the whisperingsof the a human being 

s0 completely absorbed 1 ^ heart was ever in th 

who retained his J, n Sh up on him be peace. He 

skies, as Muhammad bn Abdu a . P jn hjs ovvn 

was undoubtedly the finest mortal ‘nerfect 

Ion, and in those around him, the ideal of he perfect 
man'. The spiritual and intellectual legacies he left contain 
the elements by which any man may achieve the ability to 
perform his rightful duty here and now. 

Consider the energy of emotion in this passionate du‘a - 
the Imams Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Abu Da’ud and Nasa’i relate, 
on the authority of Zayd ibn Arqam, that the Prophet upon 
him be peace, after completing his salat , used to say: 

wilness that 


Lord 




mat 

- 


- »Zi t! *'“*< m, 

* <»., °f *> ni. 




f/l/’I 


■ jrent -, the r ’ hea r 


one be :: ne , Great, 


me 




to 


tr Ust 









mty-Four Hours in 
Far-Reaching Life 


w/!Zr d f" the ,ik ofthe Pro P het of Islam 

^ sfe ep before the 

T/la '« why r °P e n to a! We W it , ul d use 
^ iS(ken e,cft %' Sser ^tsb sh r t0 ^ el 


When mere words were powerless to convey the p 


'°nate 


to 


current of his du'a\ the Prophet had no recourse h 
the same phrases over and over in order to relea ^ t0 
harboured within him of awe, love and veneraf Se What he 
Almighty. We have on the surface a mere r f ° rtf ie 
words, but this is in truth a stilled rapture emir' 1 ' 10 " of 
spiritual meaning held in ecstasy. A striking mom nal '"'d 
dii'd is where the Prophet bears witness to his «'his 
hood after testifying to Allah’s unity and befo ° Pr ° phe '- 
to the brotherhood of man: ‘I give witness rh-, I! testif ying 

j Your -d Prophet.’This ,s a wa V of ^ mma ' 

his determination to fulfil the responsibility 

had been entrusted - to deliver his y th h,ch he 

however they might refuse to acknowledged '° 3,1 me ' 1 ' 
message. Knowledge h.m or deny hi s 


3 

Twenty-Four Hours in 
a Far-Reaching Life 


Let us reflect on a day in the life of the Prophet of Islam. 
Without a doubt he awoke from his sleep before the 
coming of the dawn. While the darkness of night still 

of the'comingdawm g> ** S ‘ IITed ‘° greet the first Nations 


Z'T edmy sou,t 0m e 
owed me to remember Hi 


What ■ ’ me, ° Member/ 

of the daT‘p" Sm ’ w ^ al en 'husiasm the • 
me -’CertainJyS' 0 Al ^ who “ ,n h ' S We,c < 

: eSti nitanw 0 , ne ^o„ r3 „. . eatln 
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^< S <heo ^ 

tinted you . 

Ct^° r See 'ng"f ‘ that ) 
M °% n,0si 'heni Sur ^4 

Oot eiv € 






Also, it is an established fact that the key to a 
of the finer things in life lies in the vitality of the [ 
could be finer than to possess a healthy body 
performing all the tasks required of it without 
strain? Indeed, only then is the Muslim able to 
accomplish all that he sets out to do. That, then, 
for offering praise to God for revitalizing our i 
sleep. 


,ions used to say. 

, haV e begun the do? * 

mri of devotion, m 
'iammad, in the nation 
, Unitarian who was 


le Ca.io, 
ody - Win 
ca Pab| e oj 
fatl 8Ue 0r 

Sat f a cto ri | y 

h S H hereaso " 

bod '«as We 

Let us pause for a moment to consider the last 
what the Prophet said, upon him be peace: ‘and all ^ 0f 
to remember Him’. Such was the decorum of perfect^^ me 
in the character of this servant of Allah. For him th W ° rShlp 
another day’s life was the equivalent of permission ° f 
another day’s worship. " n to begin 

Thus the grateful servant begins each dav in u 

I,,™,,, „ ude ” '»« 


f^t* 

never an idolator. 

npanions and other followers 
of Muhammad, upon himo 
“j of to making 
countless other 
witness to 


The affirmation ot tne Lon 

that they followed the religion 

peace, is quite clear. But what is the meaning 
the same affirmation? Indeed, it occurs in u 
dii'a that the Prophet, upon him be peace, gives 
his own prophethood or the truth of his mission. 

There are a number of good reasons for this. Among them 
is that the Prophet, upon him be peace, was the first to put 

: -tn il _ • . * 

- -) entrusted. 

religious leaders who consider their religion 

. >••*«„, 0, fc fc| ,, c 

° n ,he ^believers and 
1 an established truth 
conjecture. Or he m 
gratitude for the J l Y 
as a sign ofll ^ft which 

I„ - 4«ah 8 ha d ? h IS Satlsfac,| on 

Wi " 1 SS , ( 5 °“ ,he Moment h ° Se " f ° r h ' m 

bounty f e l of deration aw °ke hi h 

d// a /,, , tr anslat e i n , h ’ s 

r Vou ' 

t-c, *** 


into practice the message with which he had been 
So often we see t ” ’ 
something to foist u r „„ 

'! the y are above all such < 

^ i, as a way of forcing proo - f 
other critics, so ac tn , P 1 
impervious to attach of ° f 
lave done it „ , of doubt 

dlah had bestowed" fee,lng o( 

"f. ha PPmess 3 .r nhim ' 

> fill. " ®e posifinr, 
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.. Abu Hurairah it is related that 

** 

There is not 0 person who stirs from his sleep and say, 
p 2 to Allah Who has created sleeping and Wakin 
p l Allah Who has aroused me safe and sound! , 
Z witness that Allah will revive the dead and lha , H( 
f Powerful over everything , 7 except that Allah repl ies: 
•My servant has spoken truthfully. 

Is it not an excellent thing that a person should praise his 
Lord and then find not only that God has heard his praises, 
but that He accepts and confirms the truth of his words, and 
in doing so, furthermore, recruits that person to His service 
by calling him, l My servant’? 

On the authority of Abu Malik al-Ash‘arI it is related that 
the Prophet, upon him be peace, said: 

When you wake up in the morning, say: We have 
awoken, and all of creation has awoken, for Allah, Lord 
of all the Worlds. Allah, I ask You for the best the day 
has to offer, victory, support, light, blessings and guid¬ 
ance; and 1 seek refuge in You from the evil in it, and 
the evil to come after it’% When you go to sleep at night, 
say the same thing. 

Most people live their lives as if within a cave filled with 
jhe gloom of real or imagined problems. And it is really a 
ragedy that otherwise intelligent minds are able to see no 

den heart 20 ^ ^ ° f that Cave ’ and that their viOTX ^' 
ThePrnnh^f 3 ! 5 ! 6 t0 sense onl y darkness and constraint- 

°f defeatist °i ■ ^ Upon be P eace > rejected this kind 

e^st isolationism when he said: 

awake excpOtfu in w hich the servants of AlM 1 

Sacred the S ° C °^ er ca ^ s out > Praise to Allah , 1 H 

’ ne Supreme. ’ 
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f ,he same W* 1 ' 0 "' c acr edOn 

lher version o f tb ln „t Praise‘ heS 
In anolhef , „ Crea tion • r 

a crier cri® oUt ' u 

the Supreme* 

It is tempting; 0 tart, was ^yThe ^arriersof 

immersion in dhikr (r Mniestv. 

awareness of the Possesso that there is no 

Their repetition is desirable and commendable, but no 
obligatory. And, of course, that is as it should be. Yet, SO 
it seems to me, for the spiritually weak, an extended 


7 ne, 


irt to theirs. fsincer ityand 
' nklnd th at when h • 

em °>i°ns a , l !en 'ng to 
" ,es . to ref L he of ferw he 

le d s 0 hea '^ 


have 


me 
heat ten, pt 





There is. in addition, a certain prescribe,, 
»P' ional Mother kind of relationship with Allah, associ ated 

amount ofanoth ^ ^ prayers ( ?a / af ) which mus( < 

■* Ihe , n da i|y by every Muslim. In the course of ev erv 
P0 T'( rturs each Muslim is required to stand bef 0r I 
S mighty in prayer five times. Furthermore the Muslim 
nresence in the mosque for the performance of each sala, h 
£ essential or strongly recommended. Obviously the 
Sion occupied by the mosque in Muslim society is a very 
eminent one. This might be surprising to certain of our 
people who have lost sight of the importance of salat. 

1 Tbe Muslim’s walk to the mosque begins before dawn. As 
an encouragement there is the teaching of the Prophet, upon 
him be peace: 

Give glad tidings to those who walk to the mosques in 
the dark of night, that on the Day of Rising they will 
have perfect light. 

The day when you see the believers, men and women, 
their light running before them, and on their right 
(al-Hadid 57: 12). 

They say, ‘Our Lord, make this our light perfect and 
forgive us’ (al-Tahrim 66: 8). 

Concerning the Muslim’s journey on foot to the mosque 
for the P ur P°se of performing the salat , the authentic 
teaching of the Prophet is that whenever anyone raises one 
oot and lowers the other, a good deed will be recorded for 
will hp 30 ° ne erasec * in the book of his deeds, and he 
Ibn ‘AMr Up ,° ne level ln the world to come, 
went out ? £lated that the Pro phet, upon him be peace, 

Wat after hearing the call to prayer, saying- 

on/iitht m my heart ’ and li S ht on my 'fffiii 


behindme'^rUn-^t’ ligflt in my eyeS ‘ 

’ nil, Sht before me. Allah! Give me UgM ! 



t°"" e | eft the mosque 

When the Prophet, upon him be: pea ■ name ) and 

he would do the same (praise Allah, 

then say: 

■Allah, open the doors of Your Bounty for me. 

The Prophet’s love for salat was so great that whenever 
he heard the mu’adhdhin say: ‘The time for salat has come , 
he would reply: ‘May Allah perpetuate it forever .’ 12 

As the mu’adhdhin makes his call to prayer, we should 
repeat the call (to ourselves), and then add a prayer for the 
Prophet, upon him be peace, after which we should say 

Mm in hum) mi eice j le f f^! wa f‘ lah (° special 
praised position (of intercede ’ Tl ^ hlm U P *0 a 

n r °u promicoj * _ 










... he |j hv the words ,hat '"dicated the po S j ti 
I^SSITI the next world, and requested ’ > 
* L the x petition the Almighty for that pron [> 
^"compensation for his long nightly vigil of stand d 
rt nd prostrating himself in prayer - so much that ht 
totalled up under the strain of it. Undoubtedly , he pla ^ 
,hat love for Allah occupied in the heart of this de Voted 
servant was such that it could never be filled by anything e ) se 
‘ Thus he fostered - by means of the mosque - the men 
who would lead humanity, culturally and politically, a ft er 
him. Indeed, the world had never seen a civilization so noble 
or so pure, as the one moulded by the men fostered by 
Muhammad; a civilization nurtured by the Qur'anic revela¬ 
tion uhichtransformed an unknown desert into an institution 
capable of producing the most knowledgeable of men with 
regard to law and values, and the most deserving of spiritual 
and temporal rule. Those were the men whose hearts soared 
in awe whenever the Prophet recited the Qur'an to them, 
and whose eyes were filled with love and respect at the sight 
of Muhammad, upon him be peace. 

It was when the Prophet, in his final illness, looked upon 
his followers at prayer in the mosque that he felt that he had 
finally completed his mission. When he saw them therein 
sincere devotion to Allah, his face lit up like a sheet of 
glistening gold. This was all he had ever wanted; to leave 
md him, when called to meet his Almighty Maker, the 
of all his tireless efforts. 

in thL* 1 m< ’ S( l ues a 8 a ' n °ne day produce men as they <M 
peonle b vT Cenain 'y the structures are similar, but tl* 
Oursit S' ' hem are nw al1 that we might have hoped for- 

when ttiepjit^ u'' 1 ’ 6 feelin 2 s of Majnun, Layla's lover. 
e poel has him say: 

of her tribe 61115, WC ^’ certa * n ty they resemble the ten 1 
BU ' "* W ° men of ‘his place, I see, are not the san* ! 


More Than 
and Drink 


The Prophets were men who, like everyone else, neede 
regular nourishment. It is pointless to dwell on the objection 
of the pre-Islamic Arab isolators that a Prophet should be 
above such needs, an objection as absurd then as now. Every 
human body requires food in order to sustain life. Yet it is 
true that those who live for the realization of some noble 

m T Ve,n T iably sacrifice their P ers °nal needs to it and 
ftows ™ ? m * s wlten Securing immediate 

be r al1 and end-all ofhie 0 " 6 Who has made thaY 63 ' pro j ect ; 
T *> e Prophet Mul? S existen ce. Me that Project the 

generation of m mril 3d, up 0n .. 

0ns ider the 






rpltcii Umar Then the p t( 
0 duo May von always w Cat 
• raised matt, and die a martyr 


2-^' i, e ( taugh' 

U^T/Ta^^f° r,he 

, u ursti ng and 

„ ,hc majors of people fill '^^/consciousness of 

ly in the ways thai he would praise Allah after taking 
»iiv meals Amone the du'a narrated in the books of 


deaih hi the was of Allah was one of the token, 
JZ vW h, lor Umtr, along with a praiseworthy | ifc 
*Lrt, eUgh to ensure a supply of new clothes. C.once„ 
to ihc N.WOI the next world so permeated the conscious 
M Muslims that they made no distinction between 
and other-worldly pleasures. Is it at all likely that 
**t, men would live for the purpose of indulging th cir 
aflKtuo at grand feasts? 

1 mould not in any way wish to disparage a man’s just 
pvTMiit of sustenance, for that is a part of human nature 
trvimi, evenone has the right to lake pleasure from life’s 
necevaticv even to savour its luxuries, so long as this does 
m implant greed or so ingrain easy habits that the hardships 
o! battle, for the faith or the homeland, become too 
unbearable to even contemplate, let alone endure. 

t ndoubtedlv. the Prophet Muhammad, upon him be 
peace mas in a position to command the coarser pleasures 
oflitc m any measure. including those of gourmandising 
But there is nothing in the Traditions to indicate that he 
the lent interest in fine or elaborate cuisine N " 1 
cwmersch, did he ever order anyone to seek out hardship 
^ nevtt taught asceticism, and he never prohibited what 
av dul He was, on the contrary, always appreciative of 
* VOur of A,lah < and always thankful. Consider this 


h ^° U eats ' ^ €t ta ^ e ^ ie name of All 

l*KtnnL ??’ and $ ile should forget to do so ^ 
layin* , e ' nm ,ake name of Allah when finish** 
thtfnd U n ° me °f Allah, at the beginning twd il 

"hen the Prophei had finished his meal, he would 
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to sta> healthy regeneration oi cens that br e? 

strain of exertion or long life. Whoev, 
Jo »t, under a is essentially misrepresenting l s | ar 
opposes is damaging excess, gluttony, obesit 
' /',h!r denu’d and related maladies of that nature. Nc 
a , h °; T«ue is there any disagreement between the prescri 
Hons of relieion and those of medical science. 

Xet there' were many occasions when the Prophet, up, 
him be peace, had to be satisfied with no more than a few 
morsels of food, or less, a handful of dates. On one occasion, 
when he found that there was nothing to be had in the house 
except vinegar, he remarked: ‘An excellent condiment, 
vinegar!’ It is this kind of vigorous, cheerful masculinity that 
keeps the mind unscarred by temporary setbacks, and 
sustains the body’s vitality even when denied that to which 
it has grown accustomed. 
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d the 


The Prophet an 

Social Gathering 


There are times when a man feels he has to get away from 
it all in order to preserve his emotional balance or intellectual 
acuteness. According to most psychologists, people are 
unable to sustain an optimum level of intellectual activity 
while in the company of others. This is probably true with 
respect to most great men. However, the Prophets of Allah 

o^ers^co^ * hen in the company of 

those among the Companions of the p° W , Indeed ’ there were 
could no, 

°f consciousness that they attain! h, L Scom P a ny ) the level 
mKel C 0 "cernino°!h! rt HlS W ° rshi P °" each n.h° nSCI ° US ° f 

and 


)r tun e . 


en>a 8^ 


lah 

the 
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Bus all those gatherings in which Allah is forgot, Pn 
only matters of worldly interest, or pleasure, are men , n N 

are in effect gatherings of decay. Indeed, what is there > 

them .which deserves to be preserved? The only tf 01 " 
deserving of preservation are those which relate in som " 8s 
to the Eternal One, may His name be blessed! e Wa y 
Whenever a Muslim finds himself in a gathering W h 
major subject of concern is the life of this world ( 
there is some mention of the next world as well) h if 
remember the following teaching of the Pronh , Sh ° u,d 
be peace: P u Pon hi m 

Whoever sits in a gathering in which there is a er „ A 
of clamour and says, before rising, ‘Glory to y ^ 

«P« him be peace ,,m 

- h « S°°“ 

fhe Vcfccfr abovel Lit cl?'""" du a me mionedil 

expia,iono1 

nva| ty in Worldly afffirT‘ Sht haVe the effect of stirring up 
^ ance ; and because it ’ °[ Ostent atiousness, or even arro- 
P e °ple with trivialities- tend t0 occu Py the minds of 
JPs which were better n because b might make relation- 
rted °n the authoritJ 10 ^ I * 130 * 6 ~ ^ or tbese reasons - 25 
^ely )ifever ° nty of Ib n ‘Umar: 

{° m r Q Bering Pr °P^ et , upon him be peace, 
Unions; the following du‘d'1* 

Allah > distribute between us ll,( 
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tm:-* 


us and 

commission of 8 a( j m ission to Yo P ^ ^ 

** "f'Z’kh, alio"* » 

live, and make that enjoy through us will 

those who have wronged us and give us victory over 
our enemies, and try us not in our faith, neither ma e 
this world our greatest concern or the extent of our 
knowledge, nor give power over us to those who would 
oppress us. ’ 2 

In this way the Prophet used to call an end to his meetings 

Wng” to ,iSl ed th W0U,d retUr " ‘° h ' S h ° me With0Ut 

s rai immersed in the mercy of Allah! 
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While Night 


Uffh it* f»ve d»ih prtverv completed, his dav over, every 
mar In i* hrmvff free lo return home for rest and relaxation. 
Huf ihaf the *»\ Muhammad, upon him he peace, 
"'I 1 "’ Hid the [rent philosopher; of 

:x:rr ,n ,hc,r °< • fm* * 

-c In 1 ,,ngle n) « h( - ,f ***> 

’‘" n S«. I.™ he lC „ L?M Phet> ,hesu Preme 

xr^’s," “ jr - 

K —-'.o.aT "» ' 

N*i Upo “**”> of Abi H 

M hun ^ peace aifah ’<t IS r„ 

Vs ^£^*£** 


*v 
*>•<%, 


***<\<% 


“'Its? 


3 ? 





^ p * "" ,ht ‘ v«^ ¥ 

*, Op >' 

t _, «W ■** »' rtw nmr ot ,hr„ ,| r)ll(| 

L to> «• ,n * *«r Hr whim* lh 

™ . Hr h«* Orrwctl dc»th bin rcle#*, t(l 

Sn»,^wwt»l Z««m*f W 4:, 

<hc two together boih the hadttk 
^t*0» ' ;,nn ‘’ 1 hr,p hut f ’ ‘ 1 1hal hit i,i. 

*£+ am rnmt *'to ** "?**♦ ! * 3 P u ,r ‘ mi ,h ^ Hand of th, 

M the 

i ntr * that when He lavs himself down for the night 
n *# rot *»!«) onh on the Day of Resurrection In th» 
r^t, to MrvertOttly request is for mercy But if he not* 
* im *K*het fa\ then his only wish is to live under th< 

pmeucmd Attth 

orffc «jthontvol *l*Barr&‘ ihn A/ih. it is related that 
to fhwphr: upon him he peace, said 

•W«tt vow go to your her/, first perform your wudu 

* to m me was that you perform wudu' Jor ^alAt, ihrr, 

* demtr on vour right side and so v '() Alluh . / < ommu 

) out keeping, and entrust ) on with rnvafjam 
<*£ Ud! Hmi on You in longing and m uwe Them i> 

* rf ^ t f p °nd no escajrc from You , ex a pt w ith You 1 1 
hr4r,Y m ^ Book w'hieh You has t’ res ( tiled, and** 

Prophet whom You have sent ’■* Then, it you dn 

"* mb dry, fa nafura j SJul( . 0 j if,(mh) 

^*' c ^ ievcf his eyes and prepares to |° *' 
can *;, 4 * tK * ofll H» will for a period of absence that nw* 
/. . u,, ‘r hidtiii i| K u >lU m.iio \* ho ^ uI|W 

«**. •****" Bui the believer is the one* 

Hrnwm, ^ . *** of his Lord, and eim^ 

Undoubtedly, Allah alone 
« tf^ ^ than Him. can one pl*^ l,n 


— ckin uiiv r 

1 % *rd off evil or bring about good 




& 










(or 


VT , * per^ «,*- 

-rr «*'' * 1,h SS* He ,T1 ' ,V 

h " 1”^ » ^ZX <**' *** ,< to relieve 

h '' . __h, t iiutht u ^ ,. vr 


Wv. m»* 

ignrtv*!* 


«"**!?£#*•**** 


r^elintr 5 of 

""Stsaiw. 


"V^-r ^.r^nrfWce'*^^ of one 

i - •22ST-S! i» pr ' if ’ het :!?jr 

* t'^we bed of na.»ral Mb. 

Prophet, upon him 

hr prat would wv when he went to his bed 

0 Allah’ Urrd of the heavens and Lord of the earth 
and l ord of the ( deal Throne 1 Our Lord and Lord of 
e\rr\ thiny’ Spinier of the gram and date stone ! Revealer 
oj the Torah, the Gospels, and Qur an' I seek refuge in 
l°“ ,Tom *c ful °l fver > evtf ont *hos< forelock You 

Z ZyI M Z t F,n '‘ ,here u no,h "8 Wore 

' i‘u are fa Concealed (here i, ^v* h ‘ yond You . and 
ln *wther Wirt 

ill* l 1 ??' Wfiv.H, 

'">4, 

)9 







1 * yc 

may do wiib eaS nrd that he used 1 

f,he Prophet record 1 " . re citatJOi 
spend the g rea . ]S fifties, tha 

peace, rose for tahajju p , recite chapter after 

wait no longer for the prayer to be over. But the soul of the 
Prophet, the true worshipper, conquered the effect ot his 
old age so that he was able to continue reciting through the 
night. Said Ibn ‘Abbas: ‘I felt like leaving him to pray by 
himself, and going my own way.’ 

The Prophet’s feet regularly became swollen as a result of 
wH m8 n lly fT nS of standin « before 'he Lord of All the 

instead the ecstasy of immersion in the Pam ’ ^ eX P enence 

as the poet said: he sw eetness of worship- 


my responsibilities, and place me in one of the hig *J 
places in heaven . 6 

I„ each of the above du'a’ vie see the Prophet, U p 0n hi 
be peace, ardently extolling the greatness of his Lord. I nde ” 
th e du'd' he used, as he prepared to go to sleep, were and 
remain inimitable by even the cleverest and most perceptive 
of masters. In the first part, he gave praise to P erfec| 
Godhood in all of its richness and wide power. Then, after 
that ardent praise, he summarized the humanity of even 
true servant of Allah by asking for relief from poverty, debt, 
sin and the whisperings of the evil one; then by asking for 
forgiveness and release from every responsibility which binds 
one to this world .. . because he sought only to be allowed 
entrance to the highest place in heaven, to the court of the 
Sublime Companion, ar-rafiq al-a‘la\ 

Yet, we must not suppose that the Prophet, upon him be 
peace, after petitioning his Lord in this manner, simply went 
off into a deep sleep. By no means! After an hour’s rest he 
was up again to obey the call of his Lord, to renew the recital 
of His praises in the still of the night, as he had done during 
the day. Indeed, he had been commanded to do so by the 
Almighty; 

Remember the name of Your Lord in the morning and 
int e even ing, and part of the night - bow down before 
Him and praise Him a long (time at) night (al-Dahr 


ah ead? , 
""■foe p, 


°f all the Muslims 


nirvLi 311 the Muslims, was require 
1 to h y taha H ud P ra yer. So, whoever prefe rs 
0 so. But as for the Prophet, upon him 


knows that you keep awake (in P ra ^ 
lr s of the night, or one half of 0 


. prepared for the approaching day wrth its good and it 
by assembling his household to stand together i n Pra J s e vil 
And who is to say that the coming day will not b '.j^ 
_thp wpll-attired in this worlH .... ne la 


And who is to say umi w* u^y win not be th 7 

•For many are the well-attired in this world who will be aSI 
in the next.' And many are the beggars in this worM 31 "' 
will be kings in the next! The next world is the aba 
Truth; and before entering it certain preparations ° de0 
made. mUs1 ^ 

In another hadtth it is related that the Prophet, U n 
be peace, sometimes used to say the following w,..-""" 
lay down to sleep: " 0 a she 

V Allah, praise lo You! You are the light of the l, e 
and the earth and all that dwell therein. Praise toT\ 
You are the Lord of the heavens and the earth aJl 
that dwell therein. Praise to You, You are the ,Sa 
Your promise is true, and Your word is true, and Yo , 
meeting is true, and the Garden is true, and the Fire it 

mid aid T Tf ° AllaK 10 You 1 

Jto You n n You be ieve and place m y trust > ani 
through Y T “ repenlance - “nd for You I fight, ani 
XI "J 'P™ lament. Forgive me ml sins, past 

XThXun men Y ° U ^ mV G ° d; ^ 

in a s Piri( ofSa„ U d rge h ' SCom P ani °ns to 
c P y and vrtue by saying: 

F XhXXhesb!f yOUrS ’- ^ Al ‘ ah P 

a H e l in his hair r , € 8 oin 8 to slee P m 

******** tel* eni Sht saying: O Ai 
7 he slee ps in a state of pur 

^Wurse.ci . . 


Of 


in a state or pi 

course, deanr 

Thus, when**. w* e bod Y is no substitul 
his ton'^ t S slee P his h US '' m sett,es lnto hi- 
8Ueo ^e d w„h eartShould ^ with the 
WUh Siting His praises, f 



j-SSl-"'* - ’ 


them: 


■a] wherieve r y° u 

(Praise to Allah) thirty-three times. 

repeat 'Subhan Allah' thirty-four times. Said At 
hearing this from the Prophet, upon him be peace,I never 
once neglected to practise it.’ When someone asked Alt 
he did not neglect it on the night of the Battle of SiffTn he 
replied: ‘Not even on the eve of Siffin!’ 

In other words, ‘All, may Allah be pleased with him, 
diligently practised what he had been taught for over thirty 

years until the fateful battle took place between him and his 
enemies. 

ra Pture at fj rst 

®ut he never n 


< aid ,s °"e 


'g his 


rek <v: 
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,„ t Pr.pW'" q ,„ s con» 

li» «“>■ iJtmiW.»ofU* C 

Th.“ 

in ,he very hearts of th were d an 

sastisii—!«"■ 

to see justice taken from their enemies 
haughtiness of disbelief fallen in the dust. I 


, the ?wphet of AM say: ‘Whoever retires 
n a state of purity, and recites the praises 0 f 
he is overcome by sleep, will be granted wh t 
ks for if he rises during the night to petition 
annd of this world or the next/ 


In another hadith Aisnan^iu. 

When the Prophet of Allah, peace be upon him, wentt 0 
his bed, he used to say: V Allah! Allow me to enjoy my 
hearing and my sight, and make that enjoyment my heir; 
grant me victory over my enemy, and show me the 
vengeance I take from him. O Allah, I seek refuge in 
You from being overcome by defeat, and from hunger; 
for certainly hunger is a terrible bedfellow. ’ 8 

In this hadith the Prophet requested his Lord to preserve 
his senses for the rest of his natural life, especially the senses 
of sight and hearing, in addition to requesting deliverance 
from debt and the pangs of hunger. 

The Prophet was a human being who sought to live a life 
of vitality and honour, far removed from self-inflicted 
hardship and suffering. Certainly it is the right of ever)' 
human being to live such a life. Then let us forget the 
religious charlatans who would have us welcome suffering 
un deprivation as if they were things to be cherished; or 
on um? u ^ ^ 3Ve us * )e '' eve that religion is some sort of war 
“""^'"gatid dignity. 

words/'*** ' n t *' e quoted above contains certain 

Before Vmk 6ra i" tmevictor y- • ) which need to be explain^ 

question ° n an ex P*anation, however, there is * 

harbour antTn mUS ' be answered **= Did the Prop* 
emphatically no^Wk enmity for anyone? The answer • 
^ ro Phet was an ere own rights were concerne 
!° led Urn forgiving person. But whaiP (| 


ch r" risti “*« 

«« -r.igi.si, .hiditrtt r ‘""'f. a kind 

ttsi 

"fat's, the A n ' barra «me„, '• bored om n ng re f u 8 e 

m< *uh< heA fy, a nd J ,na nci a i 



C ° me ''of sleep he awakes for the dawn prayer and pre ha " 

wileeunothef twenty-four hours with the following d U ci ' 

We have awoken, and the domain belongs to A ll ah 
Lse to Allah! He has no partner. There is no God b ul 


' an d to Him is the final issuing. 


Muhammad, upon him be peace, knew Allan anu 
acquainted mankind with Him through his remembrance of 
Him and through thanksgiving. He was able to draw large 
numbers of people into the same acts of remembrance and 
thanksgiving, kindling, whenever necessary, the flames of 
their ardour and calling them back to the path whenever 

itht nn yed ' " Was he who delivered them from the long 

Prepare for (he final return to Him 6 ° n , earth ’ and bow to 
the heavens will be flung open ° n ' day the do0 ™ of 

please s- That woum" 10 l He Wor,d a nd doing du '°’’ 

[ e '' 8ionis a person's heed 6 ' he rela >ionship ? ' vhalev ef one 
J ee P ,n g his activjtie-c d,ng his Lord in o P fraud - True 

has c °mmanded and W " hin lhe bound y si,u ation h 

bailties and ° ” d Prohibited ° Unds Of what .. ° n ’ b<S 

eplhaad col Peac e. was 

Prehensi ven J ! ivid 




, , „„ s hin with Allah. Whether it was a matter of a 
S not doing, nothing in his life ever caused hi m S 
forgetful of Allah. For thts reason we find that his dS 
uch upon so many of the d,verse aspects of life, and “ ; 
are s0 worded as to harmonize with everything he PU ,? V 
hand to. For example, his charged emotions would ca , 
o contemplate the first raindrops and say: USe 


him to c 


This rain 


has only recently been with the Lord. 


When some people, on discovering the first fruits of th 

season had ripened, took them to him, he took onp in J 
, . j j in ms 

hand and said: 

V Allah, bless us in our fruit, and bless us in 
settlement, and bless us in our good measure ’ l 


Thereafter the Prophet handed the fruit to the youngest 
children of his Companions present. 

Whenever the wind began to blow, he would say: 

V Allah. I ask of You the best of it. and. the best of 
w at is in it, and the best of what You have sent with it; 
‘ ™ [ e f“Z e in You from the evil of it, and front the 
ml within it, and from the evil You have sent with it. ' 2 


kind nfmfal a PP roac ^ ec * whatever came his way with this 
Cachings of h<> 0W ' n8 SpintUal awareness > and applied the 

«amtae nit T en 35 revealed t0 him - Let us n0W 

which he reform ^ a ^ ects human society, and the way in 
°f Allah. 6 them,nt he name, and with the blessings, 
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The sexual instinct is one that can give rise to serious 
problems if subject to sudden outbursts of passion, transgres¬ 
sing the limits set for it by Allah, or violating the basic human 
rights of others. If that is allowed to happen, a person may 
nsk disgrace or even damnation. Indeed, any instinct 

“t*»»» <, PPreis or 

“f marriage and cauS C avai,ab le to u S Ih , C3Se of 
° rder 10 establish in h ° Ve and mercy , 0 n h lnstl,u >'On 




Those who say, ‘Our Lord, may our spouses and 0 , 

The true Muslim is one who shows genuine concern fn 
how his children relate to their Lord and their Mu£ 
brothers and sisters; not one whose only preoccupation i Slo 
crowd society with his own undisciplined offspring! 

Consider the du‘a' of the Prophet Ibrahim, upon whom 
be peace. 

My Lord, cause me and my offspring to remain constant 
in prayer, and accept this my prayer (Ibrahim 14:40). 

To have success in raising children who stand up for the 
rights of Allah is great prosperity. It is a measure of the 
magnitude of the faith in the heart of Ibrahim that his dearest 
wish was to have righteous children. Ordinarily, men wish 
for children who will become wealthy or powerful or other¬ 
wise successfully occupied with the stuff of this world. 
Beyond that nothing much matters to them. But the Prophets 
of Allah were of a different mettle, because their concern is 
with the matter of faith. 

You were witnesses that when death presented itself to 
Ya'qub, he said to his sons: ‘Whom will you worship 
after I am gone?’They said: ‘We will worship your God, 
and the God of your fathers, Ibrahim, Isma‘11 and 
bhaq, the One God; and to Him do we surrender 

ourselves’ (al-Baqarah 2 : 133 ). 

choice ^H° Un f dation °* ttle Muslim home is made in ^ 
spouse it i s th 3 ^ Seekin 8 the help of Allah) of a S°\ 
that, when h he ^ USt0m in Islam, a Sunnah (Islamic traditio 
husband shn,!^ and wife meet for the first time 


the forehead^ K 3ke the name of Allah - P lace hiS 

M(1 °f wife, and say: 


hand c 
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rm ership■ 

created m ’ eate d in he 

and the evil Y° u that need to 

b£C0nCe :' e « c2cter is surely L must, to 

° f Is,am ls its 

Among the many with the remembrance 

the Muslim satisfies, for f exam Pj e ’ 
hunger or thirst, in the name of Allah. So too, in the matte 
of sexual contact, each partner is expected to link his or her 
desire to the name of Allah. The Prophet of Allah, upon 
him be peace, said: 

If, whenever any one of you makes sexual approach to 
his or her mate, you say: V Allah, keep Satan away 

ZZZls *7 #% iw 


to or her mate, you say: V Allah, keep Satan away 
from m, and keep him away from any offspring You 
may bless us with’, then the Satan will nevefhaL 
offspring you are destined to produce '2 ^ Y 

Preg "4 Sild n bir iCU ' ar the woman ,nM ** will 

great hardship Thrn if"** breast -feedino ^ C ° Urs e of 


e fnerc V Oh 


“non,, 


—ns 
bare his 

mya ffairs°!j eaVe 


, ln truth, 
hear 'a nd 
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Hovv of ' he f 0 h rn fsexu al relat '°r eve) 

mnre than those r r w oment>y . t amount 

w ,l,ievethe Se absurd that making or socia ) 

m° re ,tia ". a of sexual conquests i jn a v ^ 11 

^tb^rf-° ndemnedai 

as (heir greatest 

Siln. The we, .-known 
Egyptian author, Anis Mansur, writes. 

It comes as no surprise that a book on the life of the 
tiger of French politics, Georges Clemenceau (1841— 
1929) should have been released in France. Indeed the 
man entered the century’s most frightful political battles 
and managed to emerge victorious from them all. 
Furthermore, his ability to speak simultaneously to 

man had over eight hundred lovers and m ‘ he Same 

bastard <nnd 'wers, and more than 


•o Lims. O Eternal One! 1 beseech You f 0r y 

Mercy® 

■There is no God but You Glory to You, I have 
among those who wrong themselves, s Ce " 

The subject of relations between the sexes is one , ha| 

deserves further explanation. 

According to some Christians, the highest piety j s , h( 
severance of these relations, and the turning of a deaf ear 
by good men and women, to the call of the hated sexuai 
instinct. The institution of monasticism was raised, and still 
stands, on this unnatural foundation. But if we look more 
closely at this question, we see that some people are 
possessed of a naturally weak sexual instinct so that absten¬ 
tion has little meaning for them, while others are possessed 
of strong instincts so that they must either resort to satisfying 
their desires illegitimately or to a vicious battle with those 
instincts which rarely, if ever, leaves them physically or 
psychologically unscarred. To say that a person has attained 
true piety in either of these cases is unacceptable. 

Islam, by contrast, in addition to making marriage lawful, 
and within the compass of every adult Muslim has also 
declared it to be an act of worship. Furthermore, if iti$ 
satisfactorily established that the man can give certain 
natural guarantees, he will be permitted to take more than 
one Wlfe; otherwise he will not. 

t is its perversity that the Western world, under the 
issueT* of Christianity, should have sought to confuse the 
the teaL!- a ^ ng its loose ton g ue and making a mocker)' 0 
ww! 8S H° f IS,am on the subject. Still more 
confused sew/’ i*** the Western world itself has a fear “ • 
Thus the nit ? in the matter of sexual relati °" S i» 

the West is I" ° ,lle »‘tmate children born each f a 
number of leeitf/f 3 , 1 T 10 a PP roa ch, in some countries 

^ P*"ner 2 A perso "' s wandering 


American 
lie door in 
,h e street 




« relate 0 

hirh WaS ' 

examp^ of * h ' ch 

*U He W* , W hoever Allah g a astra y 

rtsr^--ssJS-*— 
5 »^rsflK-—>-ri 

rightly guided. But whosoever disobeys them will bring 
harm only to himself, and will bring no harm to Allah. 

0 mankind, heed your Lord, who created you from a 
single soul, and created from it its mate, then caused 
to issue forth from them many men and women. Heed 
Allah in whose name you seek your rights from one 
another and (take heed that you do not violate the 

rendered yourselves to Him bef ° re V0U hav e 
0 you who believe h a Imran 3: 102). 

^£**^% tft ***'*ai 
SUCCeeded wit h S ag V r e e r a,°s u eyS A " ah a "dHi p'T y ° u 

%ea, ter rh 8 ,SUCCeSs, (al-Ateb3°t ,ha s 
contract 1 ’ he " the H,„. . J3 ' 

'° ^ the 


Ye , in spite of all that (the French Deputy Mi nister 
J ce has eulogized tan in a book) the leaders ‘ , 0f 
Western world still number h.m among their greatest L h ' 
Why? Because he was an adulterer for whom the institj 
of mamage meant nothing? Adultery ,s a trifling ma 
But polygamy? Ah, that is a blem.sh whtch degrades'; 
degrades even the great! 

Such is the traditional Western attitude, created and 
nurtured by the Crusades, and now exported to the East by 
the same people. 

In fact, Islam has elevated the meaning of marriage to 
heights deserving of every acclaim. Marriage is not an 
institution by means of which a man is entitled to full control 
over the life of a woman! On the contrary, it is a free contract, 
beginning and ending with the permission of Allah and with 
His guarantee. In his famous address at the ‘Farewell 
Pilgrimage’the Prophet of Allah, upon him be peace, said: 

And heed Allah in the matter of women; for of a certainty 
you take them in the trust of Allah , and you enjoy their 
persons in the Word of Allah! 


I he marriage contract in Islam is, by its nature, both 
material and spiritual, worldly and other-worldly, so that the 
ome which is established by it will thrive with tranquillity, 
ove and mercy between the partners. And it also has asocial 
mension, by which human development is sustained in 
Punty a nd divine guidance . 

a relfp Ct ' V , e ^’ tbese natural elements of marriage in Isl anl 

Allah warn Qur ’ an as the ‘ Ri g hts of A,lah ’’ 
of righteous ^ foundations °f the home to be foundations 
3,1 °f life’s r neSS aiK * Needfulness, and unselfish sharing 0 
Wesha eSp ° nsibilities - 

so peonh> e Feproc * uce the marriage khutbah , or sermon 

which marriage^h u° W somethin g of ‘he high esteem 
According to the 







The verses cited in the marriage khutbah are an 
introduction to married life. They direct the MuslJ^S 
lion toward founding a family which will contribm S aile "- 
strength of Islam and the community. Indeed, mar 6 ,0 'lie 

contract with very far-reaching consequences Ac .? age is a 
. . —i-- i • ^ tne i 


pass and the couple become parents devoted to the C year $ 
ing of a new generation, the family develops and^ ^' 
number. Then, as the age of the two parents jn^? r ° Ws in 


children mature and set out on their own R.,t u ases > f he 
..__ ' DUl now i - 


^creases, 

younger generation treat those who went belbr t,le 
the Qur’an it is written: e 'nein? j n 

We have counselled man that he show kindn 
parents; his mother carried him painfullv mh '*' 0 his 
she gave birth to him; his bearing and his’ wean^'"* 111 ' 1, 
take thirty months. Until, when he is fully a gma > 
-total,,<*. 1. o m» “cm toS ' *' 

°f the Great ^ enerat i° n should celebrate the praises 
bestowed by Him onTh ^ rate ^y remembering the favours 
ur 8'ng Him to bestow- L Pr< r cedln g ^ enera tion and constantly 
deration. This is th f bount y an d mercy on the coming 
home in W hich the e uncbon °f the Muslim home; the 
mank ind is zealoncK, re,at,0nshi P between the Lord and 
ofal] forms of reo U |I r PreServed thr ough diligent observance 
an gels at the thronp W f 0rsb *P- Small wonder, then, that the 
,nhabit such homes. ° f A,,ah sh ould pray for those who 

0ur Lord! Yo 

knowledge, th e Vf nC ° mpass everything in mercy ^ 
followYo Ur vv av 1°*’ for 8 iv e those who repent^ 
n guard them against the chaste 


jsggsssaSv-^"- 

2 *»“ wh ° 

of constant dhikr and Qur’amc recitation, of standing long 
in prayer at night, and of praise for Allah. 

In sum, then, the Muslim home constitutes the single most 
mportant factor in the proper upbringing and orientation of 


the new generation. The preservation of this institution is 
then a guarantee of uprightness in faith. 


57 





9 


Breadwinning 


The Muslim leaves his home to attend to the duties h( 
required to perform - the professional man or civil serv< 
to his office, the labourer to his factory, the merchant to J 
store, the farmer to his fields. Generally, when people s 
out for their daily work they are weighed down by tl 
anxieties of having to earn a living. Indeed, some want ev< 
more for themselves and for their families regardless r 
whether they be rich or poor The desires nf J 17 C 

stand still, and the enerpv c™* • ° f llfet,me neve 

, dr ™ the individual ofall .nwarVrS" 18 ‘ hem eventuail 

tod'o calculate the human en? r ^ fnd «d, it j, 

pursuit. man ^ Wed ,n , his ^ 

peace, had 


«er gy e ;;;x lnd , eed ’ it; 

sy expended m this singl 

10 reci,e 'te 2[* heKver he 'eft hSou^he 6 PCaCe ' hac 

' neVerfa,,ed 

°»Uol ,00,her sLdl ' ng m “de T e ,0 
rj p d r °rn mi si , * from b P - to stray 


others. 


ePro Phet di dn 
°nly to a anot seek c„ 
.. 


11 into 


lf and f n 
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° therS H, Lndthe intentions of someone else and so? 
m,si ' haV e his own intentions misinterpreted by o'? h ' 
“t ;; ; harm, and he disliked every' fo? 0 

' These were the matters he uttered b e f 0r ? v 
3% which he sough, His help 
I, was the Prophet’s wish, upon him be peace, that even 
Muslim should bind himself to his Lord before leaving 

house to attend to the day’s affairs. 

Anas related that the Prophet, upon him be peace, said 

Whoever says - when leaving his home - 'I n the name 
of Allah; I place my trust in Allah , there is no p 0Hfr 
and no strength save in Allah', 2 will have it said to him 
(as if in answer), ‘You will be guided, you will be 
provided for, and you will be protected.' 

In the normal course of things, as a result of coming into 
close contact with others some problems must be expected 
to arise. It sometimes happens that a little friction will 
generate great evil. Further, no amount of mental awareness 
- regardless of how finely tuned it may be - can obviate 
one’s need for Allah’s protection. He is the safeguard. ma\ 
His name be praised, of all those who put their faith in Him. 
and seek shelter in Him. No Muslim should ever reh 
exclusively on his own resources. Rather he should ever seek 
to draw the su 
taught him to 

'0 Allah, 


for me so 

haveposffw 

expedited! 

«wl 

"^ T -r t ,r lno,d "' 0 

preserve the relationships that 
had with Allah? It 

•Azib that a man went to the 
of alienation. l„ 
following very' often: 

'Glory to the Holy Monarch, Lord of the Angels and 
the Soul! You honour the heavens and the earth with 
Your Power and Glory!' s 

? man 

sensitive souls who incline nat"?! ^ beCn ° ne I * 10se 
awj V from company L fe j s ? ’ ‘° Ward so,i "*de and 
* h People nor even p|e^ " h ' SOme ' h,n 8 «h« reassures 

in spile of £ ? and generally Z 

man went to d C ^ need to narfalm : ' 

of alienation rJ° Pet ^plaining 0 ffc Sn 10 **’ 
* r *?£tf* Prophcl feeling 


iding of the 
iat limitless 
steady and 
all those who came to him 
is related on the authority of Barra* ibn 
' i Prophet complaining of feelings 
The Prophet asked the man to repeat the 


nothing is easy except that which You mo 1 

eas }, and, when You will, You can make any diff lCU n 
easy. 

times othard^ip and anxiety the Muslim's attaC ^I! 
bn T r , m natUral,y & rows more tenacious. On the a ut a ^ 
U is «latcd that the Prophet, upon h.^ 





, j. ‘Ai|ah suffices for me and He is the 
and .f' d Upon which the Prophet said: 'Allah^JK 
people for their weakness. You should be more^ 
(intelligent, firm, patient) so that ,f ever you are ^ 
ivercome by something, you may say, “Allah suff,3 

and He is the most Trustworthy . es "*. 

The state of mind of the man who had lost the case k 
not escaped the notice nor the understanding of the p r0l}h ad 
In truth, the man, overcome by his defeat, had soughtVt 
to hide his disappointment by saying, 'Allah suffices f 0r ‘ 
and He is the most Trustworthy.’ The words, used i nt u 
way, could be described as words of truth intended to convey 
a falsehood. 

By contrast, when the Muslims who lost the Battle of Uhud 
uttered these words, as they rose the next morning, dressed 
their wounds, and threw themselves into preparations to 
avenge their defeat at the hands of the Makkan idolators, 
they did not do so out of weakness. When it was said to 
them: ‘All the people have gathered against you' (Al ‘Imran 
3: 173), they replied, ‘Allah suffices for us and He is the 
most Trustworthy’ (Al ‘Imran 3: 173). So used, the t/ud 
bears its true and accepted meaning. 

It is in no way permissible to say these words in mere 
acceptance of the status quo, while standing idly by in the 
°pe of some miracle to somehow accomplish what one is 
Una e ’ or un willing, to accomplish for oneself. There is no 
securing the aid of heaven without endeavour, no realizing 
opes without expending effort. That is why the Khalil 

dailv 3 ^ 3 ^' ^ et no one w h° desists from working f° r l _ 
he is old 3 Say ’ G g* ve me my daily bread . w e 

rain fromThTsk ^ l ^ at and sdver do n0t 3 

very rare^ that in our times this can ^ r Ifafld 
then do nothi ^ ~ nt ~ tbat people voice trust in Go , £f 
the great nU mh he trouble wit h the modern world * | , 

trusting j n G , er peo P le who do do things but . 
8,nGod - Everywhere people leave their h** 


62 





• a or oth ef? 

u est of sonie 

* rraV 2 

should 

wrn »*>>' disti»8“ ish th ' 

rJT-isssr-'-js^: 

Wwvwpw inw marketplace and rap, There M 
no God bit Allah, He is one and has no partner 
ihe Glory and His is the praise, Gi ver of life and death. 
He is the Living who does not die. In His hand is all 
good, and He is Powerful over everything ’, 6 that man 
will have a thousand thousand good deeds credited to 
him, and a thousand thousand bad deeds erased, and he 
will be elevated a thousand thousand ranks. 



jslim Should exercise caution in all his dealing*. 
Jrd, the Prophet, upon him be peace, taught 
following dua \ 


In 
u s to 


e following du 

V Allah, suffice me with Your haldl (l awful} 
seeking Your hardm (unlawful), and free me ' ^ 

beneficence from seeking the help of others. *7 

( 0 Allah, I ask You for knowledge that 


me hY<n lt 


The nature of this world is such that, in the crush of it 
man sometimes finds himself in a situation where he could 
be corrupted, or where the ignorance of certain people tempi 
him to behave foolishly toward them, or to seek revenge on 
them. It is a far better thing, however, that he leave his 
home each morning prepared to tolerate and forbear. Anas 
ibn Malik related that the Prophet, upon him be peace, once 
asked his Companions: 


Are you unable to follow the example of Abu Damdam > . 
They said, *Who is Abu Damdam?’ The Prophet replied, 
‘Every morning he used to say, “O Allah, I make a gift 
to You of my life and my honour”, 9 so that he never 
cursed anyone who cursed him, or wronged anyone who 
wronged him, or molested anyone who molested him. 


nuilu maeed full of things that stir up me 
!? en anc ^ WOmen > even whole communities. Involvei 
em stems from deep within the human personality 
these £r att ' tu d e °f the Prophets with rej 
ProohetVu’ 3S 3 SOrt P re l u de to the position 
him be peace. 

devated nn v tS Were buman beings like ourselve: 
SOrt of trials ‘T * n n ° wa V exempted them from th 
Abilities. R at i! n tbbu l a tions, the same duties and 
and tribulation 6 ^ ^ truth the matter is that the 
0r dinary men S Were far m °re severe than those suff 1 


man. h ated 

Ss^SsS^S 

Yusufwasinnocent. a g00 d and r B h£ K , n g? BUI 

Allah """■edmpnson for a number of did send 

T&«ed day did ^ gained such a degree 
for Yusuf. But by that time Yu before answer- 

of self-reliance and maturity Ij^t first of all the King 

—- 

imprisoned.^Only after this did Yusuf agree to leave prison 
and, thereafter, take on the responsibility of overseeing the 
wealth of Egypt. 

The Prophet Musa (Moses) too was a man, like any other, 
in no way immune to the sting of loneliness when he found 
himself a fugitive in the land of Madyan. After drawing water 
for two girls, he retreated to the shade of a tree and called 

k “^«£ ! , ” , ,;LT; hen l,eV °“" d «f«ge 

’“'■'Sstas- 




; niissio, 


and 


>n. 


lived 


‘“l-o.vJll, 

" peo Plecasti *' the Wa y tk w r llke 3ny 0[ her 
_ SOn tehow teark eec *’ be wished .^ e an gels 


'at the 


e n ; r °ngdoe r r' he had 
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,ha,they nlary c h araCter 
ieir exen ! P f o r eatn eSS ’ i uS 
the p r,ce ( that the 
inS Key were neve, 

:i;Cpw« M,he 

,n ney r held by man. 

it? The answer is that ne 
—3 of it in a healthy, 

himself at the same time 
absorbed by 


Farlv in the --them a 1 

punishment: ‘Taste, then the suffering W h, ch H 
when My warnings are d.sregarded!' (al- 0a ^% 
38-9). 5,1 

The comments of the Last Prophet, upon hi m be Dear 
concem.ng certain of the stones we have related above* . 

an interesting aspect of h.s personality. Concerning Lit? 
said, Allah had mercy upon Lut; for he sought refuge" 
Him alone.’ 

In other words, Allah had no intention of deserting Lut 
just as Lut had no real regrets over his own inability to teach 
a lesson to his people. 

As a matter of fact, Muhammad’s perception of the 
Almighty and His support was without equal. The Prophet 
was called ‘the trusting’ for this very reason. It was his 
extraordinary sense of total reliance upon Allah that gave 
strength to his call to faith, and to the propagation of hb 
message, in an entirely hostile world. The first person to 
threaten him and attempt to shout him down was his owe 
uncle, Abu Lahab. So there would never have been the 
remotest chance of success for the nascent call had it not 
been for the faith and confidence of Muhammad in his Lord 
The Prophet's comments on the story of Lut imply strength 
and confidence as against his comments on the story of Vuv- 
which imply humility and pride. The Prophet said: if 1^ 
been in prison for as long a time as Yusuf, I would to* 
answered the King’s summons right away.’ In other " or • 
e would have sought immediate release from prison wit 
waiting for his innocence to be established - t b roUe 
questioning of the women and their well-known ans 
e*’ !, e ^ ro Pbet, upon him be peace, with obviou p 
freedn ° WS his human nature to express its long 1 
Therpf anC * * tS for restraint and confinen ie ^ 

,0 overcome’I 6 Say that ,he Prophets, though j 

ron of mank - h , e natural susceptibilities that stir th ^ |K 
d> nevertheless had no assurance, 


owed to descend. 

purest and the most 
P Let us now turn >o 

Prophet Muhammad n. 

rri"-”.,.,,-* 

unaffected manner, while occupying L-- 
with what is greater and more noble. He w as 
the majesty of the Almighty; his greatest satisfaction was in 
performing salat , and his soul found in fasting its natural 
feeding-place. 

The Prophet required his wives to adopt the same sort of 
approach to the world that he had, explaining to them that 
there was no place in his house for the seekers of the things 

Of this world 1 6 


kindliness (al-Ahzab 33 ? 28) S '° n ’ ^ ^ y ° U free with 
i S e£ S ,! id ° CCUpy th «es as hen • 

^ p may Alla h 
d on* P'oce. 



Iimes . If 'hose words were placed on the SCal 
w „uld outweigh all that you have done today IS 
be w Allah, and praise Him, in the expanse 0 f7 
creation, as much as He pleases, as much as the L [ 
of His throne, and as much as the ink it Would 
record all His words”.’™ tak *'» 

On the authority of Abu Hurairah it is related that the 

Prophet said: 

For me to say, ‘Glory to Allah, Praise to Allah, Then 
is no God except Allah, and Allah is the Greatest' 


more 


dear to me than everything under the sun. 


His happiness in repeating these words and weighing their 
meaning was more appealing to him than possession of 
everything the world had to offer. And even if he had had 
tons of gold and silver, what would he have done with them 1 
He himself once said that if he had a mountain of gold, he 
would spend it all on the needs of the poor before three 
nights and days had passed; if anything remained he would 
keep it in reserve against times of famine and pestilence. 

No, his love was for something else; for Allah, for Hu 
Book, for His pleasure, for exchange with Him. His feelings 
for the Qur’an, the Prophet expressed thus: 

0 Allah, I am Your servant, the son of Your servani 
the son of Your maid-servant, and entirely at ^° 11 ' 
service. You hold me by my forelock. Your decree J- 
what controls me, and Your commands to me are p- 
l beseech You by every one of Your names, those wn 
You use to refer to Yourself, or have revealed in * 
Book, or have taught to any one of Your creation , * 
have chosen to keep hidden with You in the Unsee ' 
n .! a e Qur'an al-Karim the springtime of rn) 

e l fjht of my eyes, the departure of my g rie f> 
nishine of mu . ■ . _w> ’12 


anishing of my affliction and my sorrow . 


ho»' coula laoonwas e 

and ti^f^ co f'S upon him be ,P, ea ®’ r ecite 

asked his close comp to 

He Qur'an for him- d it t0 you? An 

■Abdullah said. Me. ^ 

w hom it is sealed!’ ^ , wouid , 0 ve to hear 

The Prophet said. I J began reciting from the 

tegiuning^Hhe Mruh entitled ‘Women’, until 

the following verse: 

How then shall it be, when We bring forward from 
every nation a witness, and bring you forward as a 
witness to the witnesses? (al-Nisa’ 4: 41). 

He glanced up to see the Prophet’s eyes filled with tears, 
and then the Prophet said, ‘Enough!’ 

Sometimes the Prophet, upon him be peace, would fast 

Csome'rft y r' lthOUtbreaklng his fast in 'he evening 

“»< M With „y 

"*?«>« d .rr in ' h 'Proph“ 
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• .j tn do so. Certain ascetics have 
n0F F !?with the world, living on its fringes, and J^ 10 
Re r own estimation) the elevated lives of lhc 
of 1 Allah. But what a difference! Pr °Phe, s 

No make-up can ever reproduce the redness of a ln 
blush. And artificial flowers whfle they may resemble ? 
real thing and last longer, have nothing of a true fl 0 J 
sap of life, or delicacy, or fragrance. If a man sleeps 0 ' 
reed mat so that he awakes with the imprint of it d 
visible on his skin, has he thereby successfully emulated t|, ! 
way of life of a Prophet - one who never gave the world 
more than a vacant stare because his heart was in constant 
communion with his Lord, awake in His presence, absorbed 
in His contemplation? A man does not become a general 
because he wears a general’s uniform. 

The position of man with regard to the material world was 
explained for us by the Prophet of Allah, upon him be peace 
Let it suffice as eminence enough for any man to live his life 
as one who has truly aspired to this position. 

Qarun was a man of great material wealth. Those who 
loved the world would look at him in envy and say: ‘If only 
we had as much as Qarun!’ 

Now Allah never required that Qarun should abandon his 
wealth. The demands He did make of him can be counted 
on the fingers of one hand. ‘Who made you wealthy when 
you could have been a beggar?’ Certainly it was Allah. Then 
•ook at your wealth and say: it is the will of Allah! There 
is no power except in Allah.’ But the man (Qarun) " 1 ' 
e uded, so he said, ‘My genius is the secret of my wealth. 

e t us accept, for argument’s sake, that his genius " aS 
reason for his wealth. But then who, in his estimation, ,i 
, m ,he « lft °f genius? Certainly it was Allah. But theca*' 


[\\C 

u Allah has g iven f y °he present 

SSlV-*—— 

* 77 >' fthose to Whom Allah 

e 

wealth at the expense of the poor. ... 

have provided you before death comes to one of you 
and he says, '0 Lord, if only You would grant me a 
delay for a short while so that I may spend and become 
one of the righteous!’ (al-Munafiqun 63: 9-10). 

The Prophet, upon him be peace, constantly urged his 
Companions to spend whatever they could on those less 
Jnate than themselves. Miserliness was intoSe to 

4rr:^;«;- r h k ,, emnigedto 

!?ss!55- 
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jiriLc I treated me heaven* 

/ hold in my Hand has not deer* 

cre ased 


u 'th} 


Still 






The Prophet also made it expljcj 
whtch was come by honestly could be , 0r % th fl , 

expenditure in His way. Allah rl CCe P'ed as We altf, 
particular, and mankind in gener^ 11 '^ al1 Prn? f S 
living by haldl means only ’ to Se ek ( 0 P^ c ls ,, 

eani «iei, 


„eady. a// of /its income, so that 

xt morning there remained nothing 


and: 


O Prophets, partake of the wh i 
righteousness (al-Mu’minun 23 5 ])°^ «»V ^ 

You who believe eat 

provided you with a J"l Who, eso me (hl - 

'"W 2: ,72, A " >h ' » « “55 

the light of rhp 

S6!rs5 i s , ss«^??r* 

has alivaw h m P ,e of the P m „i, 
deration gave f Up °" 

and^ "fr " Se ' Tf >e Prophet S ° Clety t0 4* 
Patience i n ti m S ° Wed gratitude in 'r relat,on to the world 
man: cs °f poverty a , lmes of affluence and 

na he indeed a wealth) 

0n > his P(K)V ° mnie rcial affa, ’ r° m hls successful manap 

share "':?" 38 Command ° f his wife ^hadijah. fat* 

31 tha( earh!< heSpoils of War er " m -Chtef entitled him to> 
y et he n 3,e ,n the hict wplc h were considerable evd 
never took De f 0ry of Muslim conquests. 

Personal possession of any " 


neiueuus wives, wuuiu w»- 

,hen they awoke the next morning 
even for their breakfast. 

)ne of the better-known incidents of the Prophet s /lie, 
1 him be peace, is how he was unable to take rest during 


. . ir-known incidents oi we rrupuci » 

upon him be peace, is how he was unable to take rest during 
his final illness until assured that the little bit of gold he had 
in his house had been distributed among the poor. ‘How can 
I meet my Lord when I still have this in my possession ?\ he 
rhetorically asked his Companions. 

It is also well known that his possessions were not to be 

0 Allah, gram the f ami h, nf , 
provision. 7 y °f Muhammad sufficient 

c ffo/n the 


of M 
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On a Journey 
Return 


and on 


To facilitate travel, tremendous projects have been under¬ 
taken the world over, and people make journeys more and 
more often, for diverse purposes, social and material. Yet, 
for all the progress and innovation, parting from home and 
loved ones, exposing oneself to changes in daily routine and 
dietary habits, the risk of the journey itself, fear of accident, 
uncertainty of how it may turn out - all of these thinoc 

J"j* ' ' ,>vcll « man, 

SSSwSf*® 

perce Pfon of ,he t l a |, d dh ‘ kr he s how S the and 

^She, ex . . P g °f Allah, 

Xp,ai ned thic; 

—■••*** 


v: -' 



' 


Certainly , whenever Allah takes cU 
He protects it. lQr ge 0 f 

So ^, 


The important thing is to always rern 
you are away from your home, there k rv r tf, at wh 
leaves, and He is Allah; and if you want ' here Hn' 
protection, then put them in the safe ke P y ° Ur fa mi| v 
you return, you will find them safe P ' ng of Allah ^ 

It ts a fact that, in most cases travel ho . 

the veil concealing a person’s true in the effect n t,-, 

.he artificial props with wLch so ty ' 3nd °f 

themselves. For these reasons while ma " y People s ?„ " ! 

awareness of what he finds and JjL* ^T" is 0n a S 
significantly heightened " he has left behZ' 1 

The of the Pmnhe, W " 

fact with astonishing subtle^ 0 " h ' m be P eac e, reflects 
Once a man came to him and said: 


’ derfU ‘ in Tave n dwin r dled 


these wondertu ^ dwinu .v- 

i. Also, traveltim " d great 
, take many nKMitW „ uttle 


nnhe earth in thef 

now 


d to taKc Jy a n trie 


rttgc a few now* 


° n 0 journey. Will 

^ Z// /] 


7 want to ^ ow 

provisions?’ 

Th p “• . mi 

S I° re °UaqlT"’ ered ' May A,lah Provide you with, 

rlToZ'^^rnore: 

The Prophet said jAnd more ‘ 

wherever y 0u may ^ , 2 ma y He facilitate good for you 


ini 

comforts, 
and in the air 

* *»« remains. .Sere is always 
, possibility that one will fall into it. Stories of the disasters 
which befall people on their travels continue to be told. Thus 
it is sheer madness for a person to think that he is somehow 
beyond the need of God's protection. Even today the death 
toll from highway and other travel-related accidents is far 

greater than the toll exacted by plague and contagious 
diseases. ° 


2*""“wtoererSe may 




lab or codp nf 

Co ’ ne clo set y ’ Abd Ullah 

**yikai,yl eSo 'hail^ 

to % .,7 Pr °ph el lUed 7 m “y say g . 


Proph , 8 ° ° na Journey P. 3 man said - ‘° Rasulullak'l 
the Said ' Heed A M g,ve me some advice, 

on- ,^P °f every hi|| - A ah - and make rartbfr as you 
joum ^ah, fold (k7 , as tbe man turned to go, he we 

SveU 0 Syf0r h im.’3 d,S,ances him, and make ft 

travel been fix « d foTm^ , ardU0US as if used t0 be ' Ro “, 

,n comfort. 1 f t L C an ’ Ze d vehicles in which p e °Pj 
e y wish, they may move over t 


The 

reach 
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he does so " 
mits a wrong; , 0 Allah 
^ntco^ rn relati° nt 
wl,enaS ndu' lbecon,in h aspect of 
“ fl <kes on < he fU £gsasaresul‘ 

doing 'f H e doesthese , h>ng_ nkjng But 

jnsolcn c - distorts , j p a ssi 

by pass' 0 "’ influence of mV „ , 

ssSstfiSf-.'"*’ 

ssSrs^v 

irw*-'—r 1 ; 

" w*' 

mistakes like some defeated army 
waiting to deliver the final blow! Others come 
hfta it is too late, and hasten to their Lord, saying. 


Here we encounter emotions both stirring and 
The Prophet retains the traveller’s hand in his 0W n '"1 
traveller himself decides that the time has come to lht 
his business. It is then that the Prophet asks of Al ,f h i S 
things for the traveller; to protect his din, to aid him j , hr " 
up to his responsibilities, and to ensure that his efforts ' V '" f 
in a fruitful outcome. The traveller may make a mist t,^' 1 
even stumble headlong, but he will pull himself up ■ 
straighten himself out, and then go on to complet e P ^ 
best possible manner, whatever it was he set out to do" '* 
Indeed, what more could a traveller need'? e Xc 
perhaps, the continually renewed perception that All!? 
blessing him with gift after gift. In another hadith it is relat h 
by ‘All ibn Rabi‘ah that: 

I saw ‘Ali ibn Abi Tdlib, may Allah be pleased with 
him, presented with a horse to ride. When he placed hit 
foot in the stirrup (to mount), he said: ‘Bismilldh’. When 
he had settled himself in the saddle, he said: ‘Al hamdu 
lillah, Glory be to the One who has made all this 
subservient to our use - since (but for Him) we would 
not have been able to attain to it. Hence, it is unto our 
Lord that we must always turn. ’ 5 
Then he said ‘Al hamdu lillah’ three times, and ‘Allahu 
ALbar three times, and then he recited the following: 

°ry t0 you, O Allah, I have done wrong, so forgive 
me ' Purely no one can forgive me of my wrongdoing 

except You* 

Then ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib laughed. When he was askii 
wt it was that caused him to laugh, he replied: 

” Ce Prophet do exactly as I have done jus 

He rTi so I asked him why he had laug ie 

when P16 l ^ our Lord is pleased with His serV 
, n > m the knowledop 1 ™ nn p else who co 


or his warp^ 

of those who 
, servant, and 

at he has done, and th 

ontrollerofhis destiny. 

, enveloped in their own 
surrounded by an enemy 
to their senses 









The reason is that the prospect of a lengthy j 0u 
In create great anxiety-in the traveler espec iaI1 ^ I 
his to leave his family and loved ones behind. His s , a ' 
hat time is one which takes him closer to his Lord and Z* 
him more acutely aware of the wrong he has done JJ* 
past, so that his lips naturally move in quest of mercy J 

forgiveness. 

In another hadith it is related that when the Prophet, U n 
him be peace, mounted his camel with the intention of settin 0 
out on a trip he would say, after beginning with 'Altai 
Akbar 

V Allah, we ask You of this, our journey, righteousness 
and taqwa; and of deeds, those which are pleasing 1 0 
You. 0 Allah, make this, our journey, easy for us, and 
fold its distances (so as to make it shorter for us). You 
are our Companion in travel and the Protector of those 
we leave behind. O Allah, I seek refuge in You from the 
hardship of the journey ahead, and from wandering into 
evil, and from harm befalling my family or wealth. 1 

On return from the journey, he would repeat the same 
dua and then, upon him be peace, add the following: 

Returning, repenting, worshipping, praising Our 
Lord .’* 


It is also recorded that the Prophet, upon him be ptzrx. 
>d hls Companions would say Allahu Akbar’ whenever 
ey journeyed over the crest of a hill, and that they sad 
itbhan Allah' whenever they reached the valley floor. 
*1?- lf tl ' e entlre caravan was performing salat, sapaf 
“bh°n AUaW in sajdah on the valley floors and Vtf* 
war on every hill, 

onf ,:'r b l e ''* e il is ^ at makes its chief occupation ' 
iesortofl° f |^ llatl .' And m akes dhikr and praise ° 

me ,0 Pass un ^ WhlCh soothes the aching body andC up0 n 
noticed! Indeed, Muhammad, peace 


earthi" 10 


a heav 


enlyP laCe ’ 
When 


him. 


, nansformf d fa Io. mere 
Si a # an | with a snta«2 P one of the large ^ 

I° nce,r rfn its descent toward o ^ ^ of the^ 

lie S of people * « ffj. arriva l? Even 

demons lie in waltf0 J d the voices of a 
manner of hum 3 usings, I hear h |S 

recommended for recit j( (he wj|j 0 f Allah. 

,he 

following words: 

‘0 Allah, Lord of the Seven Heavens and all that they 
shadow, Lord of the Seven Earths and all that they 
conceal, Lord of the Satans and all that they lead astray , 
Lord of the winds and all that they carry, I ask you for 
'he good of this village, the good of its people, and 
whatever good is within it, as I seek refupp in V™, c, 

0 Allah, I ask Yn t 

•**£%* ^ease f,f° se *1 

0nesQ fnon ****** ^ lS place anri ere> arX( l 

”»*< 'he 
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These supplications encompass all the desires of a t 
newly arrived in an unknown place; they ani mate 
knowledge that his ultimate return is unto Allah 
affairs are in His hands, and that he can rest assured?* 
regardless of the direction in which he may be travellin hl ' 

Almighty will suffice him. Mt 

Even when breaking a journey, the Prophet, upon hi 
peace, never once diverted his attention from seeking 
company and protection of Allah. Total dependence 
Allah is an essential characteristic of every believer, and Jn 
which frees him from dependence on other humans a «"j 
which shields him from their troubles. Khawlah bint ai 
Hakim related that she heard the Prophet, upon him be 
peace, say: 

Whoever breaks a journey and says 7 seek refuge intht 
comprehensive promises of Allah from the evil of what 
He created’, 11 will come to no harm for as long as ht 
remains at that stopping place. 

The ‘comprehensive promises’ of Allah are the means by 
which He perfects His bounty on His creation from the 
treasure troves of His mercy so that they never have need 
of any other. Consider the following verses of the Qur’an: 

And thus your Sustainer’s good promise to the children 
of Israel was fulfilled as a result of their patience in 
adversity (al-A‘raf 7: 137). 

Por, truly and justly has your Sustainer’s promise been 
fulfilled. There is no power that could alter ( c 
ulfilment of) His promises (al-An‘am 6: 116)- 

Jr-' the promises referred to here are 
cm o5h t n h g " 3ny Wa >’ so (hat in fact Allah 
Him enev °lence for those who suppl» cate 
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onh" nhep 
it say: 

V 


PrOph e *’ 

, .hat a! he would 

m i,v r . Allah- So I see ^ 

say: , nrd and my l ° rd 'j evl l within you, 

*»*■ t *»&,This n :s»r*i>»» ,e 

iSf* 4 ,k„ t.k. M« m »"< “> 

Th-I instead of Me, al.ta.gh they are your 
foes?’ (al-Kahf 18: 50). 

Empty terrain - especially the desert - abounds in flying 
and creeping vermin, so that the traveller naturally seeks 
protection from the things which lie hidden within it, and 
which flit across its surface. 

When at lastthe traveller returns to his home and loved 
SI?"' 8 tha ‘ 1,6 Sh ° Uld giVe ,hanks t0 Lord 

Indeed, these o 


what 




Praise,, 


,0 *llah 


whoh, 


las (br ( 


OUgh, youb ai 


,cl( ) safely, l(l 
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lt is related that when the Prophet, upon hi m be 
Led from one of his military campaigns, he ^ 
^ wife, ‘A’ishah, who took his hand and 


All praise to Allah who has led you to victory 
you to be respected, and treated you with honour 

The people of his time perceived that the Prophet of Allah 
upon him be peace, was the most devoted of all Godi 
creatures, the most hopeful of His mercy, and the J 
constant in His remembrance and praise. It should corneas 
little surprise, then, that those people used to go to him 
whenever they were beset with difficulties, in order to seel 
his dua (to Allah on their behalf) and to anticipate with 
him the descent of divine blessings. 

It is related on the authority of ‘A’ishah that the people 
complained to the Prophet, upon him be peace, of drought 
So the Prophet ordered that a minbar be erected in the place 
out of doors reserved for prayer on festival days, and that 
everyone should congregate there on an appointed day. On 
that day the Prophet, upon him be peace, came out shortly 
after sunrise and sat on the minbar. After beginning by saying 
‘Allahu Akbar and K Al hamdu lillah\ he said: 

You have complained of drought in the land, and At 
failure of the rains to arrive in their usual time. A *• 
has commanded you to supplicate Him, and He 
promised that (if you do so) He will answer you. 

Thereafter he said: 

'Praise lo Allah! Lord of the Worlds, Merci ^f t « 
Mercy-Giving, Master of the Day of Reckon"g- 
u no G od but Allah, He does as He wills. OA" ^ ( „ 
ore Allah, and there is no God but You. 0 ^ 

^{‘Sufficient and we are the needful! Sen 
down upon us, and make of what you send ao 
°ur strength and sustenance for a time. 17 


yjd se e 

S.TSir.—-'">»**• 

the existence of Allah. I answered him as kindly as 
saying: ‘I know Him through direct experience. He 
hat do you mean by direct experience?’ I said, ‘A 
ig orphan knows by reason that he has a father, 
iugh he may never have seen him. But a son who 
i his father has no need for such reasoning since he 
-onstant love and affection of his father day in and 
Such a one knows his father through direct experi- 
e 1 have explained to you.’ P 

5 my lifetime I have askprl a 11u r , . 

have brought ab out A n H U Which 

“ * ^ shown ^ r' ° nCe wro * to the 

retu m to the c n h-L "itelhgent 

W'tion th e Lord u* !’ rophet Muham ' heir Cro Ps 
Afte r h ° Verfl ow a „ d m 8 

e y must 
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cumstances, is a stage iar ucyunu merely nominal faith. 

The naive youth then said to me: ‘We have learned !n 
school that matter is eternal, constant, the particles of which 
are both indestructible and incapable of being reproduced 
This is something which has rocked my faith to such an extent 
that had I not felt the conviction in your words, I would 
never again have been a believer.’ 

‘Young man’, I said, ‘the people who formulated that 
theory have propounded a half-truth after giving a distorted 
version of the facts’. 

‘The truth of the matter is that the Lord of all matter is 
eternal; He has neither been created nor will He ever be 
destroyed. You and I, on the other hand, came into existence 
after being nothing. You and I are anything but eternal. Can 
you tell me who created us in our mothers’ wombs? Can\ou 
tell me what it was that pushed us out into the world "hen 
our bodies had formed completely after being foetuses an 
before that, merely groupings of cells?’ ^ 

I do not care for unreasonableness in argument; may 
spared the ridiculing of the materialists. . age 

A child might suppose that movement in a mir ror ' ^ 
comes directly from the image itself, or from the ' 
su ace of the glass. But, certainly, it will not be long 
e same child realizes that the movement he the 
r om the body reflected in the mirror, and not 

reflection itself! ^ 

to H et n COUntless P e °ple in their intellectual childh°o j ^ 
t0 duil matter things of which it is utterly incapaW* 


. tv of 

. the f° r tha * 

lle . ‘Who fash' one o are ever ab*; gh < into 

of bringflg 

ho^ eated t Intheir own, cap 3 , 

and are not, « jn(0 existence- ^ a „ , hat 

s (or anything , wor)d 0 f the bo y- ^ m0 re 

1 S f° r8 mingly mi raeulous ° rder ’? f 0r the rashness 

Of‘Unknown Soldier wi 

nin^penp^™riiber^®l^ u ^ 

ing thing is that those same people insist on 
themselves as ‘educated’, ‘modem’ and other such 

is that people from the earliest times to the present 
d the works of Allah in His creation and, instead, 
ose works to the nearest available cause/manifes- 
a child ascribing the motion of a reflection in a 
he reflection itself. 
n Khalid al-Juhani related 

tae assembled and^aid: 3 lght rain - h e 

Oil kyii 11,1 . i 


\ m fonr Lord saver tl 

ofM Pr ° Phel kn ° w besr H USUmS 
°fMy servants have „v He said: 

[ have risen as kafir 1 “ S bel ‘evers 
fallen by th e / ' 10 1 hose whn 

' edue 'oa c „ U ' as, °'hose J f 

e kafir k , Ce tatn aliens Se ^ho 

K Severs T”** in th. 
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, are clearly in the majority - are t 
TVfoTthose who know that Allah is the 
togs, the Giver of all Good, they are truly belief °! a » 

ey are believers regardless of whether they ascr A « 
works to Him directly or to a secondary cause f rom ^ 
His creation, figuratively. For example, one who sal ,? 8 
the summer ripened the fruit, meaning that the summer? 
was a secondary cause for the ripening of the fmu " 
believer. His words are not blasphemous because he ? * 
them in the knowledge that Allah is the One who caul” 
seeds to germinate and then, of His bounty, brings the p| anl | 
to fruition. 

The fault is with the one whose heart and mind are barren 
so that they contain nothing of the remembrance of Allah 
those who ascribe things and events to the most obvious of 
causes and refuse to acknowledge the role of the Almighty 
behind all that occurs. Indeed, from time to time the 
Prophet, upon him be peace, used to lift the veil from over 
the normal causes of certain phenomena so as to explain 
their true value and thereby bring people closer to their 
Lord, and to remembrance of Him. 

Allah, in His kindness, sometimes deprives His servants 
of the things they need so that they turn to Him in 
supplication, and implore Him to help them. Then when He 
gives them what they want, their hearts are watered from 
the well of true thanksgiving. It is in this way that they gai n 

an increase in their faith. " . , 

The different prayers of Istisqa (seeking rain), 

(seeking guidance) and Hajah (need) were all prescribe 
this very reason. (0 

I myself have seen how the people of Makkah haste ^ 
prayer {Istisqa’) whenever the rains are late in c0lTlin n 
that within a matter of days the rains come tumbling #>■ 
nd we recorded earlier how quickly Allah an "' Nse . e $$ 
^ ro P^ et » upon him be peace, so * a ie s 

befn V Camed 3Way in a flood after having ’ 0n h par* 11 
Wore, prayed for rain to be sent to the dry and P» 

and around Madinah. 
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tha t while 'he f n S ^" y P caUght 

should be con^ ^ ayer ( /5 "^ s0Ug ht? 

influence 35 




» ^ hened jr hi ; 

successes that he becomes tyrannical. But the intelligent 
believer should not go astray, nor should he exceed the 
proper bounds; he should persevere in his practise of Islam 
in both adversity and prosperity. 

No man, as long as he remains alive, will ever be wholly 
free oftnal. This is simply the nature of things in this world 
Suffering uncovers human frailties and literally pushes the 
reasonable person to his knees, so to speak at AllLhVH 
"quest of relief and rhe mercy of his LordThl , . °° r ’ 

f expected to seek refuse in aii!k • Th ' rue bel| ever 

upon Alltv ° r< * s ’ Muslim 

m ,h y ? is leave Th' any of these 
any,f! ing al UP ° n him be ^'y Th Uge 



He is Aim- no p arln(f 

The Prophet taught his Companions, whenever thevt 

he presence of fear, to say: 

■I seek refuge through Allah’s perfect words fr 0n . 
wrath, from the evil of H,s servants, and fr"" 
whispering of satanic forces and from their 

Zaid ibn Thabit related that when he complained to , he 
Prophet, upon him be peace, of insomnia, he urged him to 
repeat this dua: 

V Lord! the stars are out, the eyes are at rest, and you 
are the Living, the Everlasting who is never taken by 
drowsiness or sleep. 

0 Living! 0 Everlasting! put peace into my night , and 
sleep into my eyes. ’ 2 

Zaid related that, after he had recited this dua that same 
evening, Allah relieved him of the burden He had set upon 
him. 

It would seem that the Prophet, upon him be peace, has 
here interpreted the Ayat al-Kursi , or at least the first few 
words of it, in such a way as to help the man in need of sleep 
to address the Heavenly Monarch who directs all that occurs 
in the day and the night, and yet is never wearied, ne^' 
negligent. When a person stands, in the frame of 1S ^ 
weakness, before the possessor of Majesty and So\ereic 
he cannot but come away with a full share of goo j 1 ® ^ 
We are commanded to call Allah by His beaU * p op het. 
and He loves to be praised. For this reason t e ^ 
upon him be peace, has taught us to ‘persist, imp 
saying, “0 Possessor of Majesty and Honour ea ce, 

We have said earlier that the Prophet, upon him ^ 
was the most learned of all mankind in the ways’ . t in !0 

he most heedful of Him, the best endowed with ■„ 
me domains of Allah’s beautiful names, the q 




0 f pati ence ’ 

r-feis 


^ a „ andbi°gf C oth before an- jfl hlS 
e*P erienC co ntnbuted t0 f^er before 

« '"Ca.i, «ho, if« be 

, er , it ' s « he Creat ° H ^ creatures. After 
Eighty' R friends from among His which 

unable to find his way and knowing nothing of the 
ring of life. But Allah taught and guided him. Indeed, 
fas a poor man toiling to make a living and travelling 
ughout the land in order to maintain himself and his 

®j Bul Allah sufficed him. To confirm this, Allah 
,ed b He, revealed these verses: 

“hSSrr' pta " ,nd g/,,n >» «« 

found you in want and ^ Way ’ ^ gU ‘ ded YOU 0 And 

fo re..heomhI e 8 ' Ven V ° U efficiency? There 

^ And he whoS 

he mi< tdlemost 0 f ,k 

' a »ation qi ^ d . an enti re C Our^nic^h' ° f guida nce aft 

fhi 




able to an atmosphere polluted with decept ion a d 
such as that maintained by the Christians and Jew! S % 

times- , ° f S 

The Prophet loathed the pagan ways, j us t as . 
to accept the distortions of the Christians and W ref “*(l 
what was there for him to do? Nothing? Through th' ^ 
of his nature he gravitated toward isolation, anguish ? Uril l 
own situation and the state of those around him u ' hii 
enlighten others, or even himself, where could he t" 36 '" 0 
A person of fine sensibilities is inevitably distr Ur " ? 
personal or intellectual problems. Indeed, life f 0 , SSedll > 
person would appear more constricting than even th ^ ‘ 
a needle. And the riches of the world, were they offered 01 
him, would be of no consolation to him at all. This^ h° 
way that Muhammad lived until Revelation came uponhj 
unexpectedly. lm 

In reference to his state at that time, the Almighty said 

Have We not opened up your heart? (al-Sharh 94:1), - 

That is, by inspiring you with spiritual truths. 

And lifted from you the burden that had weighed so 
heavily on your back (al-Sharh 94: 2-3). 

The burden was such that you were forced to flee the 
society of others, and grieve for yourself and for them, alone 
and bewildered, and suffer through your incapacity and your 
exile from your native surroundings. 

Then Allah chose you; and who could be more exalted 
jan one chosen by the Lord of the heavens and earth to 
,S mstru roent of guidance for all the world? 

And have We not raised you high in dignity? 


And so is human life: 


94 





rv hardship c0 *f a) Sarh 94: 

i* ^„I**—’-' 

dsireo) ^ 

SKSS?--— 

94:74). 

A „d thus wewitnessefficiency after 

farn Without a°douN the deprivations suffered by the 
Prophet, upon him be peace, in his own lifetime made him 
all the more sensitive to the troubles of others. Thus, he 
shared their grief, and always did his best to eliminate, or 
at least to lessen, the troubling factor, regardless of whether 
the trouble was material or spiritual in nature. His desire 
was to free his life of it, and the lives of others 

; d '*"^4 P t hel H e': f h arn , eS, ' y and Wi ‘h civility 

,Sh, * a > 

" for »ve v „„. S ' nne ^: To': Was not , 



. rtnoreS sed, and I will set you free.’ On the r 
would say: ’Pray to Allah with me. Pray ***, . 
yourselves. You and I, and everyone m the heaven*' ah '•» 
but that Allah wills to make something out of Us 
who grants aid and is never aided, and He who 0 rH * He 

never has His orders reversed.' aers an<j 

And if Allah should touch you with misfortune k 
is none who can remove it but He; and if H e h 
touch you with good fortune, it is He who has then d 
to will anything (al-An‘am 6 : 17). p ° Wer 

In this connection, 1 shall list some of the du‘a’ the P r0 ph 
used, upon him be peace, to supplicate his Lord, and urge] 
his followers to do the same: 

V Allah! / seek of You that which will make certain 
(for me) Your mercy, and the resolution of Your 
forgiveness, as well as freedom from every offence ani 
a share in every virtue, and entry to Paradise, and 
freedom from the Fire. ’ 3 

V Allah! Inspire me with guidance, and spare me the 
evil of my selfishness. ’ 4 

V Allah! I seek refuge in You from hunger; for it iso 
terrible bedfellow. And / seek refuge in You from 
treachery; for it is indeed a foul inner-lining. ’ 5 

0 Allah! I seek refuge in You from leprosy, madness . 
and all horrible illness. ’ 6 

0 Allah! I seek refuge in You from the evil of^ 
hearing, the evil of my sight, the evil of my tong"*' 
the evil of my heart. ’ 7 

0 Allah! / seek refuge in You from the trial °f 1 ^ ^ 
and the torment of the Fire, and from theevilsojk 
and of wealth. ’« 

I pilS$ 

0 Allah! 1 seek refuge in You front repre’ 
morals, a aio m and desires. "> 
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0scth f]e . and. 

v.fr.W"**' "f* 

on inner wj ,, n 

* hiS 1 nYou from the withdrawal of 

■o Allah! 1 seek refuge it f hm 

:: 

fowls of Your wrath . 13 

• o Allah! I seek refuge in You from the evil of what I 
have done, and the evil of what / have not done . M4 

‘Forgive me my wrongs and my ignorance, my excesses 
with myself, and all that You know better than I . M5 

■form me tail the wrongs I have committed) in jest 

’""•"li"Tt'Cyf ") 0 rml t And 

'OAlUlrs .. 


^ Guide me anrt 

nd O' 1 "”'"right. 
mir dice J in You . 

%luY 0 T^"n dde ^-ca pa 

fte « Youl° m,he ‘ornten,nfn ' Ude ’ A 

° ld,k end L°y lhe irials of J' he grave. . 


oi <ily h ^aTo n lfL th ^ 

'0 An, ed0l »inati 0n Z f and ^ 
en '" 

SUs,ai nrnfr-l > n>erc y 


°n m 



^f b Ld esp^ 0 "-' , {hose which 

M 15 " , ■„ y oU from all !r,a \ ’ . re f u ee 

p lp rnim and being tyrannized.- 

V Allah! Make me (live and die) for You , f rem ^ er . 
H You, grateful to You, obedient to You, humble 
before You, sighing, repentant. My Lord, accept my 
repentance, cleanse (me of) my misdeeds, answer my 
prayer, substantiate my plea, guide my heart, straighten 
my tongue and banish all ill-will from my breast. ™ 


<0 Allah ! Change our hearts! Change our hearts t 0 h 
obedient to You.’ 2 ' 

■0 Allah! We seek refuge in You from the pains 
affliction, the depths of misery, the misfortunes off at ) 
and the malice of enemies. 22 

v Allah! Forgive me, and have mercy on me, and gm de 
me, and grant me well-being , and sustain me.’* 

V Allah! Verily 1 ask of You guidance, heedfulness 

chastity and self-sufficiency™ 

•0 Allah! Forgive me my sins totally, the major ones 
and the minor, the old ones and the new, the manifest 
ones and the inner/ 25 

‘0 Allah! I seek refuge in You from the evil of creation, 
concern over sustenance, and immorality. ’ 26 

‘0 Allah! / seek refuge in You from controversy, 
hypocrisy and immorality. ’ 27 

'0 Allah! All praise is due to You. Yours is all 
sovereignty. All good is in Your hands, both the hidden 
good and the manifest. All praise to You, You are 
powerful over everything. Forgive me those of my sins 
which have already occurred, and safeguard me (from 
sin) for what remains of my lifetime, and sustain me will 
pure deeds which will earn me Your pleasure, and ma 
me penitent. ’ 28 

‘0 Allah! I seek refuge in You from need except of Yob 
and from meekness except before You, und from _ _ 
except of You. I seek refuge in You from my eV ^ r ^ tn j n g 
on untruth, or perpetrating indecency, or ^ / 

overweening because of (my relationship wit V 
seek refuge in You from the malice of enemies, u' c ^ 
disease, shattered hope, withdrawal of favour, 
sudden fall of vengeance . >29 


‘0 Allah! Grant us increase and do not deprive us. Grant 
uj homunmddo not abase us. Grant us preference and 

“* Yourpleasure 


^r^S^^auention 

^C A1,ah ^ 

follow u L t0 sav In ,L 

^ Cr find i, 

SOni eon e 






be \\e< lhal me sort of c ° the ir l* e wa s the 

<<s:iVs’-^riSS.f 

**f!w** wn £ of his constaJ es b et by wor idly 

S;. , SS£ 5 * t '^ 32 » >» <h ' 0 tA 

3“ “'*«*'“*' P 1»H “Z 

Himiswhat He i ^ ate 0 f Allah- A 

Cwi«tewiaUahB a qa^ 2 h | m be peace , openly 

Secondly, the Prophe , P and similar troubles 

9 dectoedhisdishkefor po q{ affairs an( j lead to 

4 which confound the norm ^ of f 0 ity t0 call 

degradation. In my opinion, it t » i » am The 

people to poverty in the name of Allah and Islam, 
difference between sufficiency and undue excess is we 
defined; though the definition of sufficiency itself may differ 
from person to person. The important thing is that the 
Prophet, upon him be peace, would ask his Lord, as 
documented in the hadiih literature, for ‘a life of stability 
Kjulatsustenance, and good deeds'. Furthermore, he would 
wn repeat this Qur’anic du'a': 

ff world and s° od in th, 

Naqurah 2: 2 ? ^ Suffe ™& m the Fir- 


.. him , someone who had a purer relaw 
co mp ate w,th a w e will follow him! 
with All^' and ^ mourn those who do not rec„ & 
u is we, tatn of ignorance, oppose him. % i{ 

Muhammad ana, ^ which prevents them from*, 

of Muhammaa, v _ 

Slof^^ollow 

his being as tney 
he taught them to per.- 

most pure and noble 

Yes, indeed, mature 

in this eminent indiv 
wholeheartedly to the 
ence to Him. 

Should we assume tt 
heart other than his 1 
it be wealth, or desir 
m then the person whc 
ft idol, and Showed man how oev 
f and no other, was Muhammai 

and blessings of Allah. 

From these du'a a number o 
The first of these is that the 
hated illness, and incurab 
us enjoys a fever, or car 
both natural and human 
rightly then, the Prophet, upon him 
for the well-being of his senses 
in Him from illness, incapacity 
It is a well-known aspect of the 
he was well built and could throw 
of travelling great distances w'ithou ^ 
ditioned to bear the hardships of arrn 
of jihad. It is then quite bizarre to in piety 

Pmanotirvn rtniirttndCC QfP ^ 


when they find guidance in the hean 
■ -- a s it were, with the Unity ^ 

• and their limbs, when they submit l6 
’ , him in the postures of prayer (*4 
irform) assume, at such moments,th 

found its finest expression 
1 -—[ himself over 

of Allah, andtoobei 


humanity 

ridual who had given 

remembrance o. . 

ling which possesses a urn's 

idol, regardless of whette 

of self, or love of another 

roughly smashed ev^ 
ctoded,cateh.shfe> 

j, upon whom be 

important att, ^ U ^ be pe»« 
Prophet, uponh # „ f 

ease in particular- ^ 

•Vo The desire for S 00 in .Quiie 

only a pervert en °y s P shisl y 

be P e T; e e«< eW 
wrest' er ' **#,* 

tiring, 

strugg' e ui „ 6 ^ 
ieop' e 


ever besieged 
nvat '0n resol,, 



nature or sense of judgement. When plenty cam , 
he gladly shared it with others. And it is well know^N 
had no real worldly possessions of his own. His ow„ " H 
rather the contrary, as this du‘a’ sums up; nili| i 


was 


‘ion 


r • 

-6 Allah! Make love of You dearer to me th a 
family, my wealth and my offspring; and " 1,1,1 
than cool water to a thirsty wayfarer.'* earf,| « 


my j — 
me than cool 


Thirdly, the attitude of those who show dislike f 0r 
above them in life, and contempt for those below y? 
this kind of person can be found in all walks of lif e n 
Prophet, upon him be peace, explicitly stated that he could 
have nothing to do with any such person: 

He is not one of us who shows no respect for our elders 
or who has no compassion for our young , or who has 
no appreciation for the rights of our learned. 

The noble Prophet, upon him be peace, met everyoneio 
the same spirit. Most certainly, he had no desire to be a 
tyrant on earth or a king over men; nor did he ever entertain 
ambitions of personal grandeur. On the contrary, what he 
desired was for Allah to deliver him from the arrogance of 
the ignorant, and from the injustice of aggressors. He 
frequently sought refuge in Allah from trials, envy, 
treachery, ignorance, all those things that detract from the 
dignity of a human being. Nonetheless, he was able to a 
did accept abuse or insults from others - for the sa ^ e ( | 
attachment to the Lord. What concerned him a * 3 ^|^ghty’s 


that he should never become the object of the 
Wf ath. In his prayers he would often say: 

If Your wrath be not upon me, / worry un¬ 
favour would be far more liberal. ’ 37 

fiitfl ^ 

Dear! ? h L ere affirm the right of the Prophet, ^po^ 

’ 0 ^ ave tis seek blessings for him. What 


But W 
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nur seek* 11 ^ 
him 7 li mean The believe rs 

Hsfsgas 

e His " ame '‘ h ls written in the 0“ r an 

r&zszsXZ 

tochange confusion, wander, g, these 

ar: 

[is who bestows His blessings upon you, with His 
Is, so that He might take you out of the depths of 
ness into the light. And, indeed, a dispenser of 
5 is He unto the believers. On the day when they 
Him, they will be welcomed with the greeting 
s'; and He will have prepared for them a most 
[lent reward (al-Ahzab 33 : 43-4). 

wd will be increased for the afflicts k r 
'gh subjected to trial ,hr„ u . an c,ed believers 
’• have not been shaken 8 possessi °ns or 
‘•M.lilSSjf-.XW. in their 

' "Sh, path 

hentio 


enti ontob. 
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them, repelling the attacks of men and Satan a )j k 
s entire life was dedicated to this single cause-) £’ s ° 'hat 

only »"“'» »>■ tor toe 

euidance of mankind, as his only pleasure was to si * 
regularly involving themselves in the proper w ! 

Allah The heavenly hosts follow his efforts in adm ^ 01 
wondering how one man, in the frailty of his single? 10 " 
form, is able to defeat so many enemies, t0 e L ? 
culture, and to establish the state of tawhid (divine ■ 
and the community of Islam. That is the meaning of aJ? 
saying: 

Verily, Allah and His angels bless the Prophet: (h enc 
0 you who have attained to the faith, bless him and 
give yourselves up (to his guidance) in utter self-surren 
der (al-Ahzab 33: 56). 

Thus, our asking the Lord to bless him is affirmation of, 
and support for, his mission, devotion to his person, and a 
form of greeting of love and reverence. It is the binding force 
between the leader and his army, or the master and his 
followers, in obedience to the Almighty, commitment to His 
way, and abiding to it to the very end. In the same way, 
everything in creation is bound to the Creator, and partici¬ 
pates in glorifying Allah and praying to Him: 

Are you not aware that it is Allah whose limitless glory 
all that are in the heavens and on earth extol, event e 
birds as they spread out their wings? Each ( crea ^ 
knows indeed how to pray unto Him and glorify 
and Allah has full knowledge of all that they do a 
24:41). 5 

h is preferable to use those lucid, yet s ‘ rn P*^ . nvvn to 
essmgs for the Prophet which have been P a f ed i n dt 
affp ! ^ lhe first 8 ener ations of Muslims, rather h ve b^ 
wrin 6 ’ at)struse formulas for which missals ^ 
en ’ 8 rou P recitations convened, and narT1 
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. c re vealed no 


e^ a h ° al is impo f ‘ al by the Proph? J preC iation 
** ( the & our d ° f he believers, one s apP gnd 

rr;ii ^gffl ^**** who 

,^ t of A'lah appreciation of this mean.ng 

iJpractical evidence o the r r PP seek b | e ss.ngS 

|jll receive the rewards pronto to tn ^ ^ 

SKS^^lyechos^ 

tees, yet who are unable to stand in defence of the 
mmk cannot ever be eligible for such rewards. It is with 
•gard to the defenders of the faith, those who truly 
nnr eciate the Prophet, upon him be peace, that this hadith 


is related: 


Whosoever seeks blessings for me 

Urn over by the Almighty. 


will be blessed ten 


iun 

be peace, said: 


w * ’ "IC. 

mo ^lsh erp Wn w hic h ar 
nere ln the m s , are 
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Thus, wha'* Rowing 
natural ab,l,ty of another- Ind , ’ d coming 

<:*S * «■ si 

ssS^r 8rM,es,rf 

coming from a " m an extremely clever on ^ d t0 the 

insults coming from an sometim es attributes 

KTi « *.* —ted by orilnary 

"xJle great Egyptian scholar MahmQd ‘Abbas al-‘Aqqad 
once wrote, in an essay on literary standards, that under 
certain circumstances one should look not at what is said, 
but at who has said it. (In contravention of the general rule 
that would have one look at what is said or written, rather 
than at who has said or written it.) 

■Aqqid’sobservation is a good one. It would be the heipht 

avs: £ «* *** 2 ; 

'* n “I' d h “ Whal s “l 

7 cak «ping with their na LT h,n8 else ’ s °mething 

*tai ^ loo 8 bh° f r aChleVemen >. is bounH^ n< "f S throu gh 
’'Hinmentsthjni^ an(l considers how m ° a Sh3st 
1 al ke asks f n ■ re all0n to the nrp mea gre were hi« 
* he h h rg ' vene « of hi ,? eiem ' 11 « at this n 
repugnan?” do " e before " Lord > and f ee k a P ° lnt 

SStheL® 0 * 'be sipnc ,° phet advanLf" 1 sta >e. i n 


world. Suffice to say that our blessings reach him „. 
greatest facility. We need not delve rnto the 

this is accomplished. of| >o* 

I„ what we have read of the du d of the P r0Dhpt 
him be peace, we see that he spared no breath , na > 
forgiveness for himself. Even the Qur’an, i n abs 0 |l> 
from sin, attributes it to him by the implication (m 8hi * 
needed absolution). What possible meaning can th ? h ' 
What can he possibly have done that he should hav„, 

forgiveness for it? Ve '°« 

We shall answer these questions calmly. There can b 
doubt that Muhammad’s page on the Book of Deeds is tb° 
most immaculate of all. This is true in spite of our not 
knowing of anyone who was more closely observed in hit 
youth and old age, his waking and sleeping hours, or his 
public and private affairs. What, if anything, did his enemies 
say about him that might have led to his disgrace, or 
detracted from his honour? Nothing. Indeed, the most that 
his enemies could say about him was that the blows he aimed 
against falsehood have continued to echo over the centuries, 
and that no one, past or present, has ever presented to 
mankind a programme of more perfect worship. Not even 
by way of calumny were any of the misdeeds attributed to 
the other Prophets, quite falsely, by the Bible writers-lft* 
drunkenness, murder, adultery, incest and deception-e ver 
attributed to the Prophet of Islam. 

Then what was the reason for the Prophets see A 
forgiveness? Let us begin by realizing that the diffe 1 *” 
between one person and the next may be very great in ^ 
It is only natural that certain individuals are posses ^ 
greater physical or intellectual powers t;h an othcl ? r0 aress 
general rule, then, the individual’s success or failures? ^ 

°[,J ec 't ne ' determined in some relation to t 
a ' |ty with which he is endowed. their resol u ' 

tnce human beings are not equal insofar as $ 
ton, intellectual perceptions and overall caps p°r 

neerned, their accountability before Allah mus 




Shortly, when we look at the P 
worship and leadership, we shall see h r ° Phet Muh 
horizon to horizon as the verses of th ~ he ad Va „ % 
number, as his struggle was carted'V 5 *’*" 
phase, and as the burden of the 0nv ard nh % 

more and more onerous. The man l^ 86 he % 
clansmen from a hillock in Makkah 1^° ° nce add!?'® 1 * 
his message to the rulers of vast emn ^ Wen t on 
who debated with a mere handfuTo^ 5 ' 8nd 
h,s mission, later mustered armies to'r” m the ole!"" 
ignorance and darkness. And for th f ' ght the for! 01 
undertake these unceasing efforts? For °f ' v * 10 ™ 

From the beginning of his mission^ handnoo «ie 
whole night m worship, and he kep Ur) ■ 6 Spent "early * 
prayer and fasting. But did he ever sfo 8 Vears in 
his need had been satisfied? By 1 P rest - * <fi 
he accepted that he had been chTs^'h a ' her ’ them « 
message, the more he exhausted h J Allah for » 
juggle and propagation. No wondef'T" “ the « 

'ng verses should have been re, 7 L' hen ’ that thefoll “- 
he fall of Makkah- evealed to him shortly before 


the fulfilm enl 0t 

* ^ sS* ,ax ^ sss 1 ^ ^ 

-SSi. for " f'Srf. A “ sa,,s t0 . i 

ldinp° rm ' V IL oast as well as future , i 
Svant, 1 forpV h e iZlZant is excused from his duties, 
^ not mean tha ^ neg j ec t them as he pleases. 

w,Whe l ion1 obviously foolish. What is meant 
S "h TaUh^servani has attained such a high degree of 
devonon, he will not be allowed to tumble, and that his 
future will be an extension of his present, in goodness and 
in the strength of his attachment to Allah. 

Hie Prophet Muhammad, upon him be peace, was prom¬ 
ised this kind of all-encompassing forgiveness, and he, in 
turn, promised it to those who took part in the Battle of 
was promised the same 
‘i to outfit the Muslim 
was called a Campaign 

a-*.*, 

— af,e ' 


Badr. Likewise, ‘l/thman ibn ‘Affan v 
when he gave so much of his wealth 
«y for the Tab uk campaign which 


so (hat Allah mini,, l oefore you a manifest victon, 
faults, past as welf f h ° W H ‘ s for 8 iveness of al1 )* 

the ^lJ measure of Hi/M tU^e, a " d thuS bestow W 0 " 
re ot His blessings . . . (al-Fath 48: 1-2). 

tod or about to^ re ^ erre< ^ *° here is nnf fnr "faults'commit- 
bon of ° C 

successfully 
charged 


eonH fir COmr nitted. It is, rather, the communis 
,n gs to the Soldier of the Lord that he 1$ 
anHo!^! 61 ^ tbe m,ssi °n with which he has W 
with regard tn fh* ^ ^ eebn £ s of unworthiness or inadeqM 
as Su ch shm.u . 3t ^ reat res ponsibility are only natural an 

\y e are d be accepted. 

SUc h as are ^° n ^ er s P ea king of sins, in the ordinary seI l 

perce P(ion on t°he mitted daily by ordinary men L,%• 
he P ar t of the Prophet, upon him beP 










We could say that dut is an ordinary means, if we suppose 
the matter to be no more than the weak asking for help from 
ihe powerful. When a boy asks his father to get him this or 
that, he is using the most convenient agent or causative 
factor, a loving father. Obviously, if left to his own devices, 
lie boy would never be able to produce the desired object 
Mien ihe Prophets turned to Allah for protection against 

«Ta! 

Quran: ^ 1S ce * e t>rated instance in the 

^ ah 'speoplecallVa lie Td th^ resurrecti °n) did 

<0 : alted 0ut t0 his LorH ? S re P u| sed. 

Ver ‘ly. I am 




etoh? mcam »io, 
fo fee recited by be i 

seTh ei " 8 beset b 

se ,f) em to seek th 
one such auth />e 

8 'nto bed but h 1 P ' 
Qur’an °J bef °r< 
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/ //„». ff this so? And how is it that these micro-o 

/ ltc stripped of their virulence? 

/ We Muslims would answer: ‘Of course, Allah' Wh , 

/ /»relation to the realm of the Unknown the men 
physical world is so small as to be insignificant A 11 
it is Min our abilities to treat many diseases th 

portion still remains beyond them R Pm n f/?e £ r ' 

certainly effective. Indeed, the Pmnh /t- by me dicir 
k peace, prescribed medicines and J 

Ms, as cures for disease Mo 1 va nous /nL 
k there still remain? N ° m ^less, after Vn * a 
'«e dormant or activZ ^ autb Ority W h ' t* S3 ‘ d ai 
re <°re, du'd’ nraJ ’ lnfe ctio Us nZ A cA ™aAre S 

P‘iinz 0Ur body?.* 110 told ? a ' ne d of n ■ 

%h Z and SeL h,cf t is tpa 'h 

''for d «isp*% es pa 'nf u , Put yo Ur 


\ We °hall r f ° f b °dv War <d div SOn and ° r the 

! PS'L^T 1 ^, ov ‘<^ 

'%/">• are matt? *" or re J ^ U„ knowil 

P'°’n »«?»""'<• aCo° 

^ c '^ e f’» e S “r , 

* tr <an e i? 0es ha P n tic ular P t e °P e d o r „ effecf on certain / 

>^d,y Pea ltl at a ra ' n . no matt UT h ly possess - 2 / 

•>\£ be c a ,, m ' Cr o-or„ P rso,) can K ff r ,I0H ' deadly. It / 
N of if « a "« m p 0 e r *e carrier of an / 

° r > ea « without ever / 


merely a gentle expiring 







A group of the Companions of the Prophet 0 f Allah 
Jre on a journey, and had stopped at a bedouin 
settlement in the hope of being received as guests . The 
bedouins, however, refused to have them. Shortly there- 
after, the bedouin chief was bitten (by a snake or a 
scorpion), and the tribe did all they could to save him 
but to no avail. Then they decided among themselves to 
approach the travellers to see if they might have some¬ 
thing which might be of use. 

So they went to them and said, ‘ Listen, O band of 
travellers! Our chief has been bitten, and nothing we do 
for him seems to help. Perhaps one of you has some¬ 
thing?’ Then one of the travellers said, By Allah, lean 
cure him. But, by Allah, we had asked to be received as 
guests and you refused. So I will not cure him until you 
have made us an offer. ’ 

So they agreed upon a number of goats and the man 
went to the chief, and sufflated, and then recited the 
opening chapter of the Quran over him. 

It was as if the man had been released from his bonds 
(as a camel is released), so that he got up and walked 
away without the least discomfort. Then the bedouins 
gave them all that they had agreed upon. 

Some of the Muslims said, ‘ Distribute the goats. ’ But the 
one who had done the incantation said, ‘ No, not until 
we have consulted the Prophet of Allah, upon him be 
peace, in the matter, and seen what he decides. 

So > on their return, they went to the Prophet, upon him 
b , e P eace ’ and told him their story. The Prophet, upon 
T be Peace, said to the one who had recited the 
Opening Surah over the sick man, How did you kno 
,ba ‘ 11 would cure him?’ Then he said, ' You have don 
as ; ,! s , tr ^ ute the goats, and set aside a share f° r 

occurred ^ ^ rop ^ et l au gbed at all that 


showed me that it cou 

Itte™!accept them as guests. Among the bedouin Arabs, 
„ particular, this kind of behaviour is so ignoble as to be 
unspeakable. For myself, I think they behaved no less out 
of miserliness than out of dislike for Islam, and for those 
who embraced it. By the will of Allah something poisonous 
St the tribal chieftain and left him in such helpless agony 
to his people were compelled to turn to the PronLt’I 
Companions for help. Most remarkably th P nePro phet s 

true 

** Yel Allah hast er ’ an d not • P°»nt. 
i t When ,he y call H erVants wh o wh ry lncant ation 

, he 






Who maintain firm relat.onsh.ps with he Almtghty 
who attribute themselves to H.m on y through the weZ 
of connections. The most successful of the pious surely de 
their physical well-being and them res.stance to di sease " V 
pain from the gushing spring within their hearts, drawi 
upon the pardon of Allah and His vitality. ,g 

We return to the most pious of all, Muhammad ib n 
‘Abdullah, upon him be peace, to relate that he used to 
overcome all temporary complaints by turning to Allah and 
seeking refuge in Him. At this point someone might argue- 
We know of his physical well-being and strength, and that 
he was endowed in this regard with what no other has ever 
been endowed. How is it that he should be beset with illness 
or infirmities which caused him to seek refuge in Allah? 

Our answer is that the Last of the Prophets, upon him be 
peace, was indeed endowed with exceptional physical and 
intellectual powers in order to assist him in the most onerous 
mission ever undertaken. But his nightly vigils in tahajjud 
prayer and recitation of the Qur’an, his daily exertion in 
worship and labour, in unending jihad , in bearing the 
problems of others, and all of this continuously for a full 
quarter century, increasing all the while and never subsiding, 
in addition to an amazingly light ration of food and drink - 
all of these factors contributed to wearing down his sturdy 
body and its decline in health. 

I have studied the lives of a number of leaders and found 
them to consume great quantities of stimulants and restora¬ 
tives, not to mention food and drink. While in the biography 
of Muhammad, upon him be peace, I find it recorded that 
e was once in need of nourishment, and so vinegar was 
rought to him, as there was nothing else. The Pr°P e 

J P H PC ^ Whatever crusts of bread he had in the vinegar /!; 

ln ^8 a L what a fine condiment!’ While, on other ay ’ 
from^i found n °thing at all to eat, so that he aS 

Wh SUnrise t0 sunset - • the 

hardshi C0U ^ bear ’ * n s pi te °f sucb deprivation; 
hardships of struggle against the idolaters, and of g' v ‘ ng 




d eft ^ ra ^ S 

i '"ough <■* dh,kr 

d Whenever the 

» ( “ Mr imamZuhri,one of the He answered 

^^“ r “' wou,db,owintohis 

i-f> h ' s p rac,ice 

•"IE’S. 1 “ Joter W* a 0 thaI 

>1 VO"* I*?™ 1 

illness. Said A’ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, When 
iibecame too much for him to bear, I recited and sufflated 
over him myself; but I used his own hand to rub him with, 
for the sake of barakah'. That is, ‘A’ishah, may Allah be 
:Mhp Poet's hand in her own 


was ai 


.... mat is, ‘A’ishah, may Allah be 
Sf hhe s- Tf (ake the Pr °P het ’ s hand in her own 

r*XSs; ilphysicia " “^worid of 

^ P«e. used 

. . alrepos '^ 

V eace bJun S,ncer ity H res - even 
in'W, father t [ P°n th Pry / H °Wever • 


r . -ever * 


e r 
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eati °n bef 8 Wflic h 
6f ° re the 




began his prayer, 


Wien the Prophet, upon him be peace 
kwould first recite the following. 

■ A U is the greatest in the greatest measure; and the 
fullest praise to Allah and glory be to Allah, early and 
late! 

(Asatrue Muslim,) I direct my attention toward the One 
nho created the heavens and earth, and I am not one of 

V^Voi uarethrc 

ll" Kkm y o« ml r m " Sl so f°'give 

,><**: ^ “Cnu su,de «e to 

\ y evi( is » dy t0 obev A lbut You’ 2 
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e meaning of ‘and evil is not of You’ is that aii 
ntroduce evil into the life of a servant but f 
int brings it upon himself through his misdeeds 

Whatever calamity befalls you is an outcome 0 f 
your own hands have wrought, although He n 
much (al-Shura 42: 30). 


1,0 ^ pone wl - h will be aCCA 

stes — 1 

tm! 8 w You!lam incapable 

Yourself .' 9 

As I read these lines I cannot help but feel that all the 
Prophets, upon them be peace, and the heavenly hosts as 
•ell. have arranged themselves in lines behind the Prophet 

Ei:f;Tu mbepeace ’ asherec ' tes the du‘a which 
inspires his heart and toneue to ntw t , 
fcR »element amons the , ' 1 w °nder, is 

#lte,reandfc aiofthe L 0rd " y e ^ ment ^ ° f w °rship, or 
Peace, ^£***P« Muhammad, 

° f the heave nly host? §ed T Prayer? 


position. 


Alternatively, the Prophet, upon him be peace, sometim 
began his prayer with the following: 

V Allah! Distance me from my sins as You have 
distanced the East from the West. O Allah! Cleanse me 
of my sins as a white cloth is cleansed of dirt. 0 Allah! 
Wash me of my sins with water, ice and cold.'* 


And sometimes he, upon him be peace, would begin: 

‘Glory be to You, O Lord, and praise. Blessed is Your 
name, and exalted is Your state. There is no god but 
You.' 5 


hen he, upon him be peace, assumed the bowing 
ion in prayer, he would say: 

0 Lord, for You I have made ruku and in You Ihavj 
placed my faith, and to You l have committed mysel). 
My ears, my eyes, my marrow, and my sinews ta\( 
humbled themselves before You . ,f> 

?f n he raised himself from the bowing position, he 
ild say: 

May Allah listen to those who praise Him. O Lord, j 
e Zi raiSeSfil1 the heavens, and fill the earth, and ] 
to blrn S J betWeen them ’ and fill whatever else ret 

10 be filled after,hat. 

truthful",h,n7 deservin 8 of praise and majesty- W 
8 any servant pvpt (nnd we are 
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l he 41 ^ anders ta n cl' C C3n be no Dr;) ^ /ance to A//ah, Lord 
there j s Th Us In £\°r ref USa / t / Cr ,flt is accompanied 
a gai nst th* 10 ^ than ’ U ,s (dish submit to the will of 

Var, ous r 6 Places n,ents of An , dlv 'nity, or to rebel 
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0°d, an( j ’ that succour is to be 
at the ultimate return of 
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h^lr more merciful to them than a parent to its child, 
"“curing than the most intimate companion, 
'^explained on other occasions that the Islamic way 
JJwction is to combine attributes of awesomeness and 
0iciion. In fact, man cannot do without this combination. 

Hi wild is full of Pharaohs seduced into tyranny through 
torn of power, beggars in need of aid, and people 
my in search of guidance. In the following Our'anir 
m there is something for each group. & /,/c 

Your Lord's grip is excrrrlin^i 
Me who creates in the first in f * Be *o/d, 
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excessive generosity. Certainly You are powerfi 
am not, and You are the Knower of the unkn Ml 
Allah, if you know this matter (here the supplier 0 
substitute for the words, 'this matter ’ whateve- 
specifically that he has in mind, / or exampfe V 
/ourney, or marriage, etc.) to be good for my relfr 
my worldly life, my life in the next world, my 
state of affairs or my future state, then decree itf 0 *** 
and make it easy, and bless me in it. And if You kml 
this matter to be detrimental to my religion, my worldly 
life, my life in the next world, my present state of affairs 
or my future state, then divert it from me, and turn me 
away from it, and decree for me that which is good, 
wherever it may be. And then make me to be pleased 
with if.’ 10 

I am astounded at the enemies of Muhammad who 
derisively say that the Lord of Muhammad is a high-handed 
oppressor. My reply to them is: Be it so; who else could 
bring low the tyrants of the earth, if not the Almighty? And 
who, other than the Majestic, could efface their arrogance? 
Surely, the deliverance of this world from the clutches of 
tyranny would be a mercy conferred! And yet, the Chastiser 
of tyrants can say to their broken subjects, ‘I will mend you, 
and to those in quest of the right way, ‘I will guide you , an 
to those who seek good, ‘Ask for the bounty of Allah. Sure) 
Allah has knowledge of everything.’ 

And so, if ever you find yourself in need of anything,tur 
to Your Lord. It is written: 

The exclusiveness of his creative Being is such that 

He wills a thing to be. He but says unto it, ‘Be 

11 is (Ya Sin 36: 82). 

that th f p ated on the authority of ‘Abdullah ibn ^ jV r 
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; .0 his Lord after comptenng his 

rial on earth. 

was He who brought you into being in the first 
ce, so also unto Him you will return: some of you 
ill have graced with His guidance, whereas for 

a straying from the right path will have become 
'idable (al-A‘raf 7: 29-30). 
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t * and ushered in the month of 

. . . .. fis 

Such is the heart of the true believer. A heart which beat 
in constant anticipation of the time appointed for the pra i sin 
of the One who changes night into day; which awaits with 
optimism the coming favour of the Lord and bids farewell 
to favours past. Time, to such a believer, is a grant to be 
spent in the service of Allah. Thus, not a moment of that 
ephemeral quantity is spent in negligence or frivolity; but 
rather in prayer, in fasting, in jihad , and in unending effort 
to lead mankind to (knowledge of) their Creator. 

Whenever fasting is mentioned, most people think 
immediately of the month of Ramadan, because Ramadan 
is the month of fasting. But the Prophet of Allah, upon him 
be peace, used to fast so often that some thought he was 
always fasting. The words of the du a he said, upon him be 
peace, when breaking his fasts, give an indication of the kind 
of discomfort he underwent when fasting in the Arabian 
summer with its scorching and shrivelling heat. On the 
authority of Ibn ‘Umar this du‘a is recorded: 

‘Gone is the thirst, moist are the veins, and assured is 
the reward, if it be the will of Allah!’ 16 

Occasionally he would simply say, upon him be peace: 0 
Allah, for You have I fasted and, with what You have 
provided, do I break fast.’ 17 

‘Abdullah said, ‘I heard the Prophet of Allah, upon him 
b f. pea L ce ’ sa y> “The prayer of the one who fasts, at the time 
of his breaking fast, will surely be answered”.’ Ibn Mulaikah 
hk f l heard lAbdulla h, the narrator of this hadith, break 
Your m WU ^ ttlC fobovv ^ n g prayer, “O Allah, I ask 0 
On t . ercy a H encompassing, so forgive me • 
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fte°and certainly no one would even think to 
to over such a matter. In a military parade, 
required to salute in a certain way. They may, 
erk their weapons up, twirl them to the left or 
emon their shoulders and then turn their heads 
in of the commander’s review stand, and so 
is all this? Nothing more than convention, 
iupon and accepted by people. We may find 
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name 'All and not Rashid? The question leads nowhe 
circular, and requires no logical reply. Yet, i n S pit e 
this, the rites of pilgrimage, all of them, are logical. Fu 
more, each of them has its own rationale.’ 

1 went on to explain to the man that it is the rk 
mankind to take pride in the remembrance of their her 
and to preserve those memories by erecting around 
walls of reverence and awe; especially where those men 
pertain to their values and beliefs. Now the rites of pilg r 


jy come forth, turn 
Sacred Mosque; and 
/our faces towards it 


rom wherever you 
in prayer towards i 
vou all may be, tui 


h is si another historical aspect which attracts 
lamsto the Sacred Mosque. At the time of its construc- 
atehuge community of believers was no more than a 
fea, and this ultimate revelation no more than a fervent 
m. Ibrahim and Ismail said: 

XZ™? “" elves r» Y °“. and 
■•it itself to You andshnu! ™ munit y that shall 
^P'ewrepemance Su “f 5 WayS of Worship, 

,he Disp oser^ 0°"" ^ the 
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Allow me to elaborate upon the foregoing. Why is it that 
every year pilgrims with hearts aflame and eyes aglow set 
out in caravans from every continent, by land, sea and air, 
in the direction of the Ancient Temple? As a matter of fact, 
that ‘Temple’ deserves that kind of esteem. After all, it was 
built by Ibrahim, the father of the Prophets, as a citadel of 
monotheism and a meeting place for the worshippers of the 
One True God. Indeed, after a life-and-death struggle with 
the forces of idolatry, Ibrahim emerged the victorious 
champion of monotheism. Then, in substantiation of that 
spiritual triumph, Ibrahim and his son, Isma‘Il erected the 
temple. 

Behold, the first Temple ever set up for mankind was 
indeed the one at Bakkah; rich in blessing, and a source 
o guidance unto all the worlds, full of clear signs- * 
e p ace whereupon Ibrahim once stood; and w ^ oe V 
Tem^i lt fmds inner P eace - Hence pilgrimage to 
able p e 1S a dut V owe d to Allah by all people who 
able to undertake it. And as for those who deny the 












Indeed, what a glorious past it has had. I maRi 
multitudes that have travelled long and hard for a oi im he 
of it, and for a chance to partake of its goodness and blessfo 
The ways we observe the rites of the Temple are?' 
circumambulating it and facing it in prayer. In circumambu 
lation {tawaf) we place the Black Stone to our left side and 
go round the Temple seven times. And what do we say as 
we walk around? We say, ‘Glory be to Allah, and praise be 
to Allah, and there is no god but Allah, and Allah is the 
Greatest.’ And of course, we pray to Allah for whatever we 
wish in this or the next world. 

You will be committing no sin if (during the pilgrimage) 
you seek to obtain any bounty from your Lord (al- 
Baqarah 2: 198). 

Before the Almighty, man is a mere beggar. And the 
treasuries of Allah are never exhausted. 

Yet, according to certain Christian missionaries, the 
attachment of the Muslims to the Ka‘bah is of a material 
nature, and especially our attachment to the Black Stone! 
This assertion is self-evidently ridiculous - the kind of 
monotheism which dwells in the hearts of Muslims is of a 
degree of conviction unparalleled in this world. 

The cry of the pilgrim from the moment he begins is: ‘Here 
I am, O Lord, here I am! Here I am, there is none that is 
a partner to You, here I am! Surely, all praise, all bounty 
is Yours, and all power. There is none that is a partner to 
You . . 

Whenever the pilgrims ascend a hill, or descend into a 
valley, or meet another group of pilgrims, and whenever 
they are shaded by the quiet of the night or the calm of the 
ocean, the cry surges to become an uproar! At such time 
he Pilgrim is possessed by the feeling that the entire untvers 

" ' ngmg , out ^ harmony with his cry, as is related in *1* 
following hadith: 
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Hallowed House Then mak e 

mioht be crateful (Ibrahim 14: 37). 


In my mind s eye, 1 tollow Hajar as she looks to her thirsty 
child, then scrambles bewilderedly to and fro in search of 
heaven’s succour. Of course, she trusted Allah. She had even 
said to Ibrahim as he was about to depart and leave her in 
that dry and desolate valley, ‘Is this what Allah ordered you 
to do?’ ‘Yes’, he answered. And just as decisively, she 
responded: ‘Then He will not allow us to go to waste.’ And 
now here she is, face to face with the trial, awaiting the 
intervention of heaven. Heaven intervenes, the spring called 
Zamzam gushes from the desert floor, the valley becomes 
rich after ages of barrenness, and from the suckling infant 
grows a community of great numbers and untold wealth, 
amongst whom is born the last and greatest of the Prophets, 
upon them all be peace! Therefore is it accounted among 
the signs of Allah in the rites of pilgrimage, running between 
the two mounds of Safa and Marwah in imitation of the 
mother of Isma‘Il as she strove with unfailing hope to catch 
a glimpse of the Unseen. 

How pressing is the need of the would-be believer for an 
appreciation of trust which can, of itself, bring plenty where 
there was paucity, honour where there was ignominy; and 
t en (the need) to make of his relationship with the Almighty 
an esteemed reality. This is, perhaps, at least part of what 
1S meant ^ the following verse: 

Behold, Safa and Marwah are among the symbols se 
U P y Allah; and thus, no wrong does he who, h aV1 
come to the Temple on pilgrimage or on a pious visi ’ 
Stri des to and fro between these two, for, if one does 
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‘ w# iheProph e,ofAll " hile mounted on his 

,C the circumambulation J> ^ Stone from 


. , b ear Allah in mind dunng the appointed day s; bu , | 
t tho hurries away within two days shall incur no sin , 
d he who tarries longer shall incur no sin, provided 
mat he is conscious of Allah, and know that unto Hi m 
you Shall be gathered (al-Baqarah 2: 203). 

v if the point of the entire exercise is the vocal 
letnbrance of the Lord of all the Worlds and the pelting 
nere symbol. Indeed, the whole of pilgrimage is the 
itinuous rumble of waves of humanity in constant remem- 

note that the pelting with 
i difficult rite to perform 
and adventurous of pilgrims are 
it, whereas the great majority 

sun has passed its zenith until it actual\ umanity comes face 
limited period of time, a sea of surgig rform a symbolic 
to face with danger in a headlong ru P 0 f t h e jurists 

rite. Personally, I refuse to accept t e P basis f or it in 

in this particular matter because I know ^ performed 

either the Qur’an or the Sunnah. lhus ’ . the heat of 
this rite at times in which both the crow 
the sun have been negligible. recently by 

Conditions have been ameliorated som rat) - a which 
the government of the Kingdom of Sau i ^d the 

constructed a two-tier platform for the rite, ^ pilgrims 
ways of approach and departure, and instruc e ^ n jght, 
that the rite may be performed at any time o ^ p er form- 
thereby relieving untold suffering and easing 
ance of an act of worship. would have $ 

Yet there are any number of Muslims who ^ difficult 
believe that pilgrimage is an incredibly comp eX yaking 
matter. These are people who take pleasure _^ enC y 
ardous that which is essentially simple, and in g lV * 
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stones has recently become such^a 
that only the most daring ^ 
now capable of completing 
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/ a, unto all people the pilgrimage: they will come 
/ f,oC ^ n foot and on every kind of fast mount, coming 
/ lc>m eV ery far-away point on earth so that they may 
/ £** ««* « o/ te/7eA ' to them, and that 

/ anight remember the name of Allah on the davs 
I /pointed. • • (al-Hajj 22:27-8). 
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upon him be peace, was saying, “Here I am 
lam...!” throughout the rites of pilgrimage um^’^ 
the crowd pressed so hard upon him that tho ' ° ne day 
him had to push people away from him. On ^ , Closest to 
situation, the Prophet was amazed, and said ^u' Zlngthis 
The only life is the life of the afterworld”.’* ere 1 ani! 

It was the right of those tens of thousands of piigr 
gather round their Prophet, upon him be peace 
fervently supplicated the Lord. He was, after all, their guide 
and leader. But Muhammad was not content to be crowded 
around by adoring followers. He was a leader of another 
sort. Indeed, his heart, attached as it was to the Almighty 
and ever in anticipation of meeting Him, induced him to 
think of the afterlife, and wish that its morrow would draw 
closer. 

At Safa, the Prophet, upon him be peace, was heard to say: 

‘Allah is the Greatest, Allah is the Greatest, Allah is the 
Greatest! To Allah is all praise! Allah is the Greatest for 
that to which He guided us, and to Allah is all praise for 
the favour He has rendered us. 

There is no god but Allah, He is One and has n0 ^ rlne \ 
His is the domain and His is the praise. He gives y 
takes it away. In His hand is all that is good, ana 
powerful over everything. 

There is no ± 
gave victory t 
singlehandedlv. 

foul W" 1 ’ 

There is no god but Allah! We worship non n fo e \\& 
in all sincerity, though this be distasteful to 1 

ers! a* 

O Lord! You are the One who said, ‘Call ^ ^ck 


1 god but Allah. He fulfilled His P'°'™ (ler0S 
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answer you’ (al-Mu’min 40: 60) and You 


never go 


Day of ‘A^afah^ ° n ^ Juraij said, ‘I think this even 
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let me die as one who 
^rittedfcmself m You, and make me one with 
ilierighteous (Yusuf 12: 101). 

In the same way Muhammad prayed to his Lord during 
kFarewell Pilgrimage, having triumphed over idolatry, 

Ad the ways of the ‘Days of Ignorance’, and established 
mie based on the Oneness of Allah 
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i citing the words and prayers used by the p 
pilgrimage, 1 had expected to record a „ r J° phet <liiti», 
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the pilgrimage 

du‘a\ and was therefore all the more summed' nUmber o( 
the economy of words he, upon him be peace ^ l ° discov «i 
Yet Muslims have since contrived differem'^ 3 ' 1 ' 1 ' 1 *' 1 
supplications for every circumambulation, and foT^ an<l 
between Safa and Marwah; and for the' Day 0 f!I er ' ,turn 
virtual deiuge of prayers! Nonetheless, I can appreciate!' 
feelings behind this insistence. After all, it is not surer * 
that a pilgrim whose only desire is to please Allah *2 
seek the assistance of any word which effectively translates 
his innermost emotions, or hold fast to any letter he feels 
may be the key to Allah’s mercy. 

Any Muslim who seeks for himself and his family the 
pleasure of Allah as well as stability in this world, should 
repeat the du‘a of the Prophet Musa, upon him be peace: 

O Lord! Surely I have need of whatever good You might 
send down upon me (al-Qasas 28: 24). 

As for the du‘a which the Prophet Muhammad, upon him 
be peace, never tired of repeating, during circumambulation, 
and between Safa and Marwah, it is this: 

O our Lord! Grant us good in this world and good ‘J 
the life to come, and keep us safe from suffering 
the fire (al-Baqarah 2: 201). 

And the hymn which echoes between the mount 
mits and valleys is: 

T/tere is no god but Allah! He is One and hasnopf^ j 


His is the dominion, and His is all pra 
Powerful over everything. ’ 21 

Thousands upon thousands call it out, and com 
m doing so. 



J0 member and 
Remind 


is he who can seek refuge in some cool, breezy resort where, 
itjiidless of the direction in which he might turn, there 
obtains an abiding freshness. 

The relationship of a Muslim with his Lord, the Light of 
JHewns an d Earth, alternates between similar stages 

the Ever to be Praised the S^hr^’ fU ** comrr *union 
Such a man hme ’ the Doer of what 

LMd - ~o 

or 

Vh/^lh thp Ver ^ n °°k and defeat 

^ m*. d ° ln8 ° f and ? n hh 


SC>sed VvithK ' , ' reinai ^ 
Pon him K h th em en . 

be Peace \ njo Vec 

’ SUc h ar 

143 







•"'4oi° h ev<! '> ityi (, “4t d v , te , x 
»"w „°„ f , j e . *o«^ w ' "S'ili „ '''*'*■« 

4o^4**<? bene ath a , St «&/*/, ^ m, d 

">o ^ «WJ* *** k 


■. ven asy °u acc 
e Pea Ce » f] c 

■ „ '"‘'"“”4 Zy4 

N 0\v, a „ . dre atn 

2*«*y al appare nr t/ , 

, /ee P they p abs °rbed tL^ man > 

Ofc'Sj'. «.e“?a?:° S "»C "'"' "'= 

h °^ 4 C^ 4 ZtL Pn ‘’ 1 ' 

***■»«!&!? 


’ u P° n him be * 
’ etree as related / *< 


0 f cause and effect, and that divine benefi- 
4 I ■/iif^ured Maryam beyond alt bounds, he inclined 

IKUayiny: 

Lord! Bestow upon me too, out of Your grace 
llt/i ft of goodly offspring; for You, indeed, hear all 
pijerfA! ‘Imran 3:38). 

frits which bind Muhammad, upon him be near ,p , 

htHofthe Heavens and Earth are beyond all r ’ l ° 

..; ¥ ffortwasdevoted to transforming hk m, • Untln S- 
ip, submission to Allah rem» ' r ° nrne nt 

nunc, and thanksgiving. ’ uiern France of 

I imMlrelated on the authority ^„ 

/ Sa ^’ u POn 

never soys- ‘n„ . 

hV S f° sod but AH t, 

%»^i ****£5 He * 


di ‘b the 


, asun der s Z!° n 8Ue, eXr ° n - 

,,h! dnd o f ‘ hat He J C€l 
iu P°nde fC0Urse - 0 


es erv, 


a y/ 0 , 


’ e sr 0 


’ afnQ nth 0 ',Z° H ’n 


an d the 
'°fcdo Allah 


-P'that 


n>ar the 


0,6 3fl 






S>Pe/ 3 >W>s. 





who /earn* i, 

s e e m P^/>ande d °V 0g,Ve Pra ls 

as ^r he ;^ //a(i ^ 

ot e ? e e d ° m 'n/on 'JJJ «°</ but ’a„ best dfcj? °M//^° «» 

« «» s “fflce ' menu'* 

T^^zzp-- /*"■ 

:::: ^ ^zissfisz! kss 
zx#sssl~~*.S M 

e/ "^^ and T ,e . /o ^ds J° m ;! ed ’ b ‘« be km ls ! Il,e Wise 

du ‘ - 6 beta, ? ^*ew Q t s ’ ° l/t e Finest / %, reJji^'On of 

ind «* same .. t (sN> 4> 

* — taS&5S 


worthwhile remembering that mere moving of 
0 nothing unless what is being said is really an 
f inner reality . 

of how fine or how many the blessings, they 
ting in comparison with one’s praise of the 
I moiw^F. and with one’s appreciation of His favour 
/ pnines ihd the Prophet of Allah, upon him be peace ' 

I j itenever Allah grants His favour to a servant ,’ 
■«,«* • Allah ■ tf, M U„T •**' 

0tsbetter than he who takes. ’ And in annth ? CeiVes 

.“»*w.SL^ st; 

■ Zf' A " praix 'oAlIa^''T er 

* m **"'*%£5 

\ Imant Qurtubi( 0 t r 

Wing divin e guidl C ° rdov a) 

n e ? 0rld andaT? ncet °say 
i l .’ [vf >er ea < fL n . c °ntai n < 


#0 





He is the One who causes the dawn to hr 
has made the night to be a source of stilln ’ and 
sun and the moon to run their appointed 685 ' and the 
this is laid down by the will of the Almieht° UrSeS; al1 
knowing (al-An'am 6: 96). e All 

One often sees without really noticing, prodj 
expanses of fields and gardens in which the solid earth s i 
open to push up every variety of grain and fruit. Who caused 
this wondrous process and filled this greenery with su ° 
foodstuffs and perfume? 

And He it is who has caused waters to come down from 
the sky; and by this means have We brought forth all 
living growth, and out of this have We brought forth 
verdure. Out of this do We bring forth close-growing 
grain; and out of the spathe of the palm tree, dates in 
thick clusters; and gardens of vines and the olive tree, 
and the pomegranate: all so alike, and yet so different! 
(al-An‘am 6: 99). 

In this way, after clearly directing the attention of His 
servant to such evidences, the Master subtly wins him over, 
the Lord of all the Worlds subtly wakes the many from their 
negligent slumber: 

Behold their fruit when it comes to fruition and r *p e ^ 
Verily, in all this there are messages indeed for peo 
who will believe! (al-An‘am 6: 99). 

The contemplation of nature is most certainty^^i 
doorway, opening directly upon knowledge of t e 
names of Allah and their meanings and relation ^ tein pj a . 

Beside the contemplation of nature comes the c stu£ jy 
tion of the condition of individuals and societies^ ^ ^ 
of history, past and present; how our Lord gives 
He takes away! p . araoh 'sindig nanl 
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upon hint be peace , ‘Praise to Allah, 

,kP £ abundant, goodandblessed!’ When the Prophet 
I StJtnan where he had learned these words, the man 
remained silent, thinking that in some way he had offended 
iheProphet. So the Prophet of Allah, upon him be peace , 

»id, ‘Whose words are they? For, indeed, he has said only 
wkt is correct!’ At that, the man replied , ‘I said them O 
hpta of Allah, and I only meant well by them ’ The 
ftfta, upon him be peace said ‘Rv -me 
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no man knew his Lord nor reali? h 
fully or greatly than Muhammad ib„ ^ k novv| ed 
had every atom of his physical exist* bdu| >ah 7% 
into the power of surrender to ^ 

and personality were composed 0 f th ^ Whole cha^ 
internalized its meanings and moved enti7 Ur ’ an *> th7' 
For this reason he was ever-drawn towa £<ta 
through the guidance of revelation and 1 h he Signs ° f Alu 
own spirituality. For this reason, too he7 Vastne «of his 
came into contact with to the same elevated Wh ° ever| * 
and raised him into a spiritual master level of purity, 
authority of Allah. That is why his ComoTn t0d ' an ° fth ' 
most certain of all people in faith, and the purest in"! 7' the 
It is hard to believe that anyone could everS a tj, 
leads to Allah, if he knows nothing about Muhammad 
him be peace. ’ m 

The most prominent aspect of the life of this Prophet, 
upon him be peace, is that his love for Allah, his exaltation 
of Allah, and his self-annihilation in Allah were transmitted 
to those around him. Thus, it was as if they were engaged 
in a race to praise Allah and to extol Him. Consider this 
hadith : 

Imam Ahmad related on the authority of ‘Abdullah ibn 
‘Umar that a servant from among the true servants of 
Allah said: O Lord! Praise to You as is befitting ojtt 
majesty of Your countenance and the 
Your authorityH This so puzzled the man s mgi ^ 
angels that they did not know how to write i ^ ^ 
they flew up into the heavens where they sax ^ ^ ^ 
Your servant has said something w ^ yj e kno ^ 
not how to record!’ The Lord re P ie servant safi 

best what His servant said, ‘ What t ^ y 0 u as 15 
They replied , ‘He said, “O Lord. r anC e^ tl( 

befitting of the majesty of Y 0 ™, c°Allah 10 ^ 
magnificence of Your authority. ^ en he 1 

‘Write it as My servant has said it. 

Me, I will recompense him for it- 
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Allah Himself proffers evidence - and so do the angels 
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isno deity save Him, the Upholder of Equity there k 
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; n » ; o prop^rifr^ ft ? ie -tS5 , r^ 

When we had held our Iv, h " 8 3 P ‘ edge of our a |feJ “ "° 
Praise to Allah! O Lord, veril^T® " me he “All 
ereed, and charged me with ii / Y ° u Sent me with this 
»H. You, paJL - and V™'“» 
Then he said, “Rejoice, for Allah h, 7 3 ° n a promise '" 

Yet no matter how som„h h . ° rg,ven y ou rsins!- > 
no substitute for purity of heart and" ° U i r ‘ ntellects - th «c is 
knew that Allah is One B „ h ? f °^ ^ /W *’ 
refused to be humble and d u refused to be obedient, 
his eruptions of hatred i en y himself, refused to suppress 
a .rue Save Alfah ” ' ^ M “ k 

Pronhet V <f St m ° ral . homework erected by the Last of the 

iho? K UP °u h,m be Peace ’ can be supported only by 
those whose hearts are unblemished. That is why the 

upon him be peace, pointed to his heart and said, 
Heedtulness is here! Heedfulness is here! Heedfulness is 
here! 

After the Our an has explained these intellectual truths, 
it explains spiritual and moral truths and the conduct 
necessary to their maintenance. 

Verily your Lord is Allah, who has created the heavens 
and the earth in six aeons, and is established on the 
throne of His Almightiness. He covers the day with 
night in swift pursuit, with the sun and the moon and 
the stars, subservient to His command: Oh, verily. His 
is all creation and all command. Hallowed is Allah, the 
Lord of all the Worlds! Call unto your Lord humbly, 
and in the secrecy of your hearts. Verily, He loves not 
those who transgress the bounds of what is right. Hence. 
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movement of the heart which points one in this or that 
direction, which animates him or slows him down. 

It is related that the mother of Anas said, ‘0 Prophet of 
Allah! Give me some good advice’, to which he, upon him 
he peace, replied, ‘Emigrate from sin, for assuredly that is 
tebest kind of emigration! Be diligent in the performance 

bc : t,nd 
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l b he re membrance V of Alla? 0 ? hearts find their res. in 

for happiness (in this world?iS** 6 *' are ^ 
of a» goals (in the llfe to eoieTtl RaTn^'p 5 

all people, and 'thed^s^i^u-** T* S - the m ° St ‘ rUS,ingof 
‘he earnest days of £™ZXT^ P » ^ 

And remember your Lord's name, and devote yourself 

anH ti! 1 S/ Wlt . H UttCr devolion The Lord of the East 
nd the West is He; there is no deity save Him: hence, 
take Him as your Guardian (al-Muzzammil 73: 8-9). 

And from that day onward he put all his trust in Allah, 
and faced the forces of disbelief and idolatry steadfastly, and 
without wincing. He taught mankind to be confident of 
Allah s compassion for them, and of His mercy toward them 
Why, he asked, when Allah is more compassionate and 
merciful to them than a mother is to the child she feeds at 
her breast, why should people stray, and seek to flee from 
Him? 

The single most important element in a conscience which 
abhors sin and shields its possessor from deviation is the 
remembrance of Allah. There are people who literally strain 
their vocal cords shouting the name of Allah, but I woul 
not wish to say that those are the ones who truly remember 
Allah. 1 mean, rather, those who are ever-conscious that 
Allah is watching over them: 
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paradise will truly be the goal (al-Nazi at 79. W-l). 

How numerous the tongues that move with the name 
Allah! But how meagre the benefit! And how rare the hea 
that become genuinely humble at the mention of Allah! ^ 
bow desperate the need of the world for those rare hean 
Undoubtedly, the ruin of religton comes about when 
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76- 8-9) recompense from y° u t nor thanks (al-Dahr 


It is interesting to note that the ten from among the 
ompanions who received good tidings of their acceptance 
in Paradise were people of considerable wealth who had 
relinquished it for the sake of Allah. 

This is not to say that salvation lies in renouncing one’s 
wealth and family. On the contrary, salvation lies in one’s 
having great wealth and a large family, and then while 
fulfilling all responsibilities to them, not allowing them to 
distract one from remembrance of the Lord. 


O you who have attained to faith! Let not your worldly 
goods or your children make you oblivious to the 
remembrance of Allah: for if any behave thus, it is they, 
they who are the losers! And spend on others out ot 
what We have provided for you as sustenance, ere there 
comes a time when death approaches any one of you, 
and he then says, ‘O my Lord! If only You would grant 
me a delay for a short while, so that I could! give in 
charity and be among the righteous! (al-Munafiqun 6. 
9 - 10 ). 
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When he first began to preach the new religion 
the overwhelming majority of people were furious with him. 
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has (allegedly) been bestowed from on high: verily, you 
are mad!’ (al-Hijr 15: 6). 
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Wh° give food, however great be their own want of it, 
to the needy, and the orphan, and the captive, (saying 
in their hearts) we feed you for the sake of Allah alone. 
We desire no recompense from you, nor thanks (al-Dahr 
76: 8-9). 


It is interesting to note that the ten from among the 
Companions who received good tidings of their acceptance 
in Paradise were people of considerable wealth who had 
relinquished it for the sake of Allah. 

This is not to say that salvation lies in renouncing one s 
wealth and family. On the contrary, salvation lies in one * 
having great wealth and a large family, and t en 
fulfilling all responsibilities to them, not allowing them 
distract one from remembrance of the Lord. 
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And yet, they say: ‘O you unto whom this reminder 
has (allegedly) been bestowed from on high: verily, you 
are mad!’ (al-Hijr 15: 6). 

But he marched on toward his goal, battling the forces of 
bsessive pride and egotism, until finally, through Allah’ 
deliverance, he established the state of the truth tu A lah s 
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- my heart nearly flew away!’ 

And his overhearing the recitation of these verses became 
the reason for his acceptance of Islam. 

Let us reflect on this a little. The surah from which these 
verses are taken was revealed in the Makkan period of the 
Prophet’s mission and must have been recited hundreds of 
times there. How was it possible, then, that the envoy of the 
Quraish could have heard these verses for the first time in 
Madinah several years after the emigration from Makkah. 
One possibility is that he never heard them because of the 
practice of the idolators in Makkah of raising as ™* y 
commotion as possible whenever the Muslims ga hered 
read and study the Qur’an Another-po-Wg ^ 
had heard it before, but Recuse of 
he was blinded to the trut . en ’ returne d to his senses, 
r n ?Sun y to with attention to what he 

heard. 
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1 hcse are the Qur anic verses which produced such a 
powerful effect on the heart of an idolator. 

It is related that the Khalifah, 'Umar ibn al-Khattab, was 
on his rounds of the city one night when he passed by the 
house of a beiiever who was standing in prayer and reciting 
from the Qur'an. The Khalifah halted outside and listened 
•as the man recited , until he had recited the following verse. 

Verily, the suffering decreed by your Lord (for the 
sinners) will indeed come to pass (al-Tur 52. /)■ 

The Khalifah exclaimed. 

By the Lord of the Ka bah, that is true/ 
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I hese are the Our’anic verses which produced such a 
powerful effect on the heart of an idolator. 

It is related that the Khalifah, 'Umar ibn al-Khattab, was 
on his rounds of the city one night when he passed by the 
house of a believer who was standing in prayer and reciting 
from the Qur’an. The Khalifah ha/ied outs.de and isien 

•as the man recited, until he had recited the following verse 

Verily, the suffering decreed by your ^ jfor 

sinneJs) will indeed come to pass (al-Tur 52. 

The Khalifah exclaimed. 
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,0 come for all that he did in the service of Islam and the 
Muslims. Yet, the heart of a sensitive believer knows no 
peace until it can, at last, meet its Lord. 

The reason for my mentioning this story here is that I am 
so angered by the lack of refinement of the audiences who 
crowd round long-winded reciters of the Qur’an who shorn 
° r posture gracelessly, without understand!™ , ° U 
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And Allah Is ,he swiftest ,„ gran, fatness. 
Jflff ° f remembrance ,d ‘“ kr ' har ‘i in 

p erson s resolute turning to Allah, and Allah’s acceptance 

° e same where, obviously, Allah’s approach is more 
sublime, and purer. 

On this matter, the Prophet, upon him be peace, said a 
number of enlightening things from which we may assuredly 
benefit: 

Whoever says , ‘There is no god but Allah 9 , with all 
sincerity , will enter Paradise. 

When the Prophet, upon him be peace, was asked to 
explain what he meant by ‘sincerity’, he replied. 

One’, refraining from all,ha, Allah has prohibited. 

In another hadlth, he, upon him be peace said: 

There are two phrases Indwell-beloved 

on the tongue, are he f^ 1 ' b AUah and in His praise 
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Hie Prophet, upon him be peace, replied: 

Say, ‘Glory be to Allah, All praise to Allah, there is no 
god but Allah, and Allah is the Greatest. ’ 

The bedouin then said*. 
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eager of a\\ to cany out His orders, show respect for His 
revelation, and to prevent his human desires from interfering 
in what He had legislated. 

The Prophet, upon him be peace, was deeply grieved and 
tort by the opposition shown to him by the ionnra ♦ 
distressed and made anxious by their nereis * . rant ’ 
But AW, made it clear to h JZl*T ^ ^ess 
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But they who denied the truth spoke thus unto their 
prophets: ‘We shall most certainly expel you from our 
land, unless you return forthwith to our ways’ (Ibrahim 
14: 13). 

These were the politics which left the Prophet, for all his 
patience, no alternative but to stand up in defence of his 
mission and of those oppressed souls who were forced to 
suffer along with him because they dared to believe . 

Suppose that you were walking outside at nl f ht ™ 
torch in your hand to light the way for you, or for^ y ^ 
else who wanted to go your way P f P , to follow 

still others for whom i. was be 

you, or walk by your hgh . Wished, avoiding the 

welcome to take any ^‘Z'Tould 
pitfalls and obstacles as best t y 
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MAllahdoesnot bestow His guidance upon * 

They aim to extinguish Allah’s light with their 
utterances; but Allah has willed to spread His light in 
all its fullness, however hateful this may be to all who 
deny the truth. He it is who has sent forth His Prophet 
with the task of spreading guidance and the religion of 
truth, to the end that He makes it prevail over all false 
religion, however hateful this may be to thn«* „ i, 
ascnbe divinity to aught but Allah (al-Saff 61 
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to Islam had been m If WaS f,fte en years af?" ^ Musllms 
Edition of the be. ° Pen ^ f or all to I ! he firsl «« 

As the Prophet, upon him h y ° 3,1 and sundj y- ^ 
f ° r Stren gth and patience the vf f 6306 ’ petition ed heaven 
recognize Islam or regard h °' ator I s refused outright to 
Arabian society The M„ c r aS 3 rei £ ,on acceptable to 
the sacred s l !!^ mS WCrC banished fr °m Makkah, 
idolators ,nnn 7 u HaV,ng thuS bared ‘heir teeth, the 
would r " oun “ d . that anyone entering the fold of Islam 
ind degradation and expulsion to be his lot. Under 
S1 c,rcurn stances can one possibly blame the Muslims for 
ottering resistance to this kind of provocation ? What could 
they do, save to await deliverance on some unknown 
tomorrow? And then one day, at a time when it was least 
expected, that deliverance came. 

The Battle of Badr was thrust upon the Muslims by 
circumstances so unexpected that they had no time to plan 
or prepare for it. Indeed , a number of them were very much 
opposed to the undertaking. But , on came the idolaters, 
fully confident that they would rout the Muslims, and bury 
Islam deep in a grave of desert sand- The Prophet, upon 
him he peace, realized that there could be no es«pefro 
armed confrontarion. The day had come on whteh all the 
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AM Bakr, who was sitting nearby, wok Ae Prophet’: 
hand and said: 

Enough, 0 Prophet of Allah! Would you importune 
your Lord? 

But the Prophet got up and left the tent, saying: 

The hosts shan be routed, and they shall turn their backs 
(™ flight) (al-Qamar 54: 45). Cks 
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a- be i^oreiful did indeed respond to His Prophet’s call 
e P* n< ^ so descended the unexpected victory like a 
thunderbolt to break the back of disbelief itself! Yet the 
victory at Badr was to be the beginning of a new era of 
armed confrontation between Islam and the forces inimical 
to it. 

After the victory, the Prophet, upon him be peace, and 
his Companions resumed where they had left off, performing 
deeds that would earn for them both the pleasure of the 
Almighty and a place in His eternal paradise. Men of such 
mighty spirituality certainly had no worldly ambitions. 
Rather, the lesson they had learned so well from the P rophet, 
upon him be peace, was that to meet one s deadly" 
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In another hadith, it is related: 

Whoever sincerely prays to Allah for martyrdom will be 
granted by Allah the rank of a martyr, even though he 
die in his bed! 
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The A/I-Merci ful did indeed respond to His Prophet’s call 
or iclp! And so descended the unexpected victory like a 
thunderbolt to break the back of disbelief itself! Yet the 
victory at Sadr was to be the beginning of a new era of 
armed confrontation between Islam and the forces inimical 
to it. I 

After the victory, the Prophet , upon him be peace, and 
his Companions resumed where they had left off, performing 
deeds that would earn for them both the pieasure of the 
Almiehtv and a place in His eternal parad/se. Men of such 




her hadith, it is related: 

ever sincerely prays to Allah for martyrdom will be 
f ed by Allah the rank of a martyr , even though he 
i his bed! 


*s“;«isst:v„ o « n, , ake sacrifices for ,he 
rtss***- m supp<>n oi r ^zrz w s hi i h 

Pro phet 0 f Allah y °‘ Anas lb n Maiii, ■ y f 

the 

«?.'cr b “wdi. 

’ on,e - 

*V"\ 

%t// 





^ b e 


Prophet 

and a gainst their n bein g the n h Used to r for the 

'Abdullah ,h Ji > t rovok ''>8 their„ es ,0 ""i.jict""" 1 »« 

UP °" lint be ptee 61 *«5 ^ 

Then he said, upon him be peace: 

and Vanquisher of e°/ ' he fv°*’ Sender °f the clouds, 

victory over theJn Va '^a,sh them, and give us 

ev " d ^ f i ea ' °f the confederates at Madinahisan astonishing 
, , . . 1 e f° rces of disbelief on the Arabian peninsula 

a joined to surround the Muslims in their city-state. The 
uslims found themselves in a position so vulnerable as to 
bring them to the verge of extinction. There was not a 
glimmer of hope that their salvation could be brought about 
by any save the Almighty. It appeared that the Muslims had 
got themselves caught in a trap that would mean their 
ultimate destruction. Yet, the humble Prophet , upon him be 
peace, expected the succour of the Lord to descend at any 
moment. The moment came: the confederates were taken 
unawares by the sudden churning of the atmosphere by 
gale-force winds that ripped away their tents, overturned 
and buried their provisions and sent them scattering into the 
desert in search of some escape from the terrible sand storm 
that had enveloped them and tossed them far from thesecur 
walls of Madinah! 

From within those walls went up a cry of fa.tn. 
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The Prophet, upon him be peace, would not tolerate 
jesting, disorder or shouting during combat. War is a serious 
matter, and to go about it soberly is more befitting to a 
soldier of Islam whose only concern is to promote the 
worship of Allah on earth and invoke His aid At c„m, ,• 
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us af nong them!’ 5 
rning this prayer. Imam Nawawf said: 


Umars version of this du'a\ ‘Punish the 
, • , lev ^ rs rom among the People of the Book’, was 
1 in t ose days because the Muslims were engaged 
in armed struggle with the disbelieving Christians. 

owadays, however, it is better to say only the words, 
Punish the disbelievers ’, as the meaning is thus more 
comprehensive, and less specific. 

I, however, must disagree with the Imam in his choice of 
words for the du‘a of ‘ Umar , with whom may Allah he 
pleased. And this is because those who followed the path of 
Kufr among the People of the Book , in both ‘ Umar’s and 
our own times, are the seed-bed of the troubles which 
confront Islam today, and of the disasters which have 
befallen us. 
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bodeslike^ice from fruit* Yet, in spite of all hardship, the 
Muslims held their defensive positions and repeatedly turned 
back the attempts of the disbelievers to force an entry into 
the city. The attackers decided to launch the decisive assault 
which would assure them victory, the essence of their 
strategy being to breach the Muslim lines and make a way 
fa the charging forces to penetrate to the very heart of 
Madinah. And so the defenders came forward „n» o L 
other to fill that breach. From noon until shorrk h / the 
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In the estimation of the Last of the Prophets, upon him 
oe peace, prayer was that opportunity of a lifetime, a 
heavenly ascension during which he conversed with his Lord. 

It was for this reason that prayer was for him ‘food for the 
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'r,"“r"!oicingof.heidolatorsand .heir gloating 
over the misfortune of the Muslims, the Prophet, upon him 
be peace, called his Companions together in congregational 
prayer to give praise to the Almighty for what had occurred. 
Imam Ahmad related that, on the day of Uhud when the 

! d0 uu S h u ad i wlthdrawn and begun their triumphant return 
o h, the Prophet, upon him be peace, proclaimed- 

praise myLord , 
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From each word of these du‘a’ faith literally pours forth. 

e eat might well destroy the resolution in the hearts of men 
only nominally committed to God. But for those who have 
lost themselves in Allah, and sold Him their lives and wealth, 
their faith continues to shine with uniform splendour in good 
times as in bad. Such believers remain ever constant in their 
acceptance of Allah’s will and their bowing to His wisdom. 

This is the secret of the words which the Prophet, upon 
him be peace, addressed to his Companions after their defeat. 

Form lines for prayer , so that I may praise my Lord! 

I recall what the poet, Al-Mutanabbf, said when his 
patron, Saif ad-Dawlah, had done something to disp 
him. 

If the deed which brought displeasure be one, the deeds 

which brought pleasure are numbered in thousands. 
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deluded belief that only a Jew could be chosen Dy nc 
Almighty lor the prophetic mission.) Without a doubt, the 
blow to the Muslims at Uhud was severe. It did, however, 
serve the purpose of shaking the Islamic community so that 
the hypocrites were sifted out, for, after Uhud, they appeared 
in their true colours. And the believers learned how to face 
events with ardent faith, and united ranks 1 The Teu/c a*a 
indeed exult over the Muslims' defeat with ,*• dld 
Y * 11 - only a P ' ea ' 
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It is reliably related that ‘A’ishah 

Wlth her > said: The Prophefof AUalTne ^ be pleas& 
against one of his servants, and cena."^ ^ a ha " 
woman. Indeed, he never raised a hand , ' aga,nst 

except to fight in the wa, of Allah. No, 
a chotce between two things but that he selected!,!, 
of the two; except that it be a sinful thing. For, indeed fc 
Prophet was the furthest removed of all people from sin. 
And never once did he take revenge on someone for 
something that they had caused to befall him. However, on 
those who violated what Allah had made sacred he took 
revenge for Allah most High.’ 

The Prophet, upon him be peace, said of himself: 

/ have been sent to perfect good morality. 

Among the many descriptions of the Prophet, upon him 
be peace, is the following: 


He was neither gruff, nor impohte; If he 

raising his voice like a haw er ^ n g than flicker 

passed by, a flaming candle would 
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But the Prophet of Islam knew of no way other than 
Allah’s, and never took up arms except in His way. The 
teachings of Islam are emphatic in their insistence that those 
who strive exclusively for the attainment of worldly end 
and deny the possibility of there being anvthino ho,,! j , 7 
world, will never enter the gates of heaven ^ ^° n( ^ tbls 

As for those who care for (no m 

this world and its bounties, W e shat? ^ the life 
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continue to be uttered h ^° rds ‘ Allah is thee ^ 
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from the rooftops, onoama“ a* ""l""" "™«sho» w 

to do with Islam, and not the slighT'^^uve nothing 
way of Allah! " slightest connection with the 

was the Prophefof prayer a Pr ° phet of P eace - as he 

heedfulness- a whole y "r chanty ’ of r 'ghteousness and 
qualities were 7 a Pfrsonahty ,n which all the best human 
qualities were rounded to perfection. 

Having explained the position of Islam with regard to the 
issue o warfare, we would not be overstepping our rights if 
we were to ask the forces inimical to Islam to provide an 
explanation for their past and present aggression toward 
Islam and Muslims in all parts of the world. 

From the beginning of its history Islam has come into 
conflict with idolatry, Judaism and Christianity. And have 
any of these religions changed their positions with regard to 
Islam, even after the passing of fourteen hundred years? Do 
they not continue to threaten the right of Islam to exist? 

In India, where the majority of the population are Hindu 
idol-worshippers, we regularly read of ‘communal distur¬ 
bances’; that polite journalistic euphemism for the wholesa e 
slaughter of hundreds or thousands of Muslims. According 
to Indian Muslims themselves, the killing takes place on y 
in villages where the Muslims represent no more than one 
fifth of the total population. In villages where the percentage 
of Muslims is higher, such events rarely occur owing to t e 
certainty on the part of the Hindus that their own losses will 
be significant. 
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any other such worldly end. Rather .jihad is for the defence 
of tawhld against shirk , for the defence of human rights 
against the forces of tyranny, and for the defence of justice 
against naked aggression! 

In an attitude of reverence and awe, we look back toward 
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his Lord, the beloved, the self-annihilated in love for the 
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A day ' S Wa,Ch is be,,er than an eternity's fas,. 

And he said; 

Whosoever arms and outfits a soldier in the way of Allah 
has himself done battle. And whosoever loses a member 
°f his family in the way of Allah has himself done battle. 

And he said: 

The heart of a man in the way of Allah is never visited 
by fear except that Allah decrees that he never enter the 
Fire. 

And he said: 

Anyone who reaches the enemy with *"*"%?*£ 
elevated one grade; and there are one tan 
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to confront every obstacle placed in the way of that call. 

The heavens and the earth and all that lies between the 
two join in to call with Muhammad as he gives voice to the 
call to prayer! If anyone should think that to be foolish , 
supposing in his turn that there are actually ten gods , then 
he is entitled to think what he likes. But such a one has no 
right to put his power or wealth to use for the punishment 
of those who believe in the unity of Allah , or for the purpose 
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ing the Oneness of Allah, and refuting all hints of shirk. 
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